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Introduction 

a) For many, 2020 has been the worst year of their lives. From fear of the coronavirus to forced lockdowns 
to the widespread rioting and looting to the presidential election and everything else in between, many 
of us can’t wait to get out of 2020 and enter 2021. 

b) But—close your ears if you only want to hear good news—when we look back a year from now, we 
might just long for the days of 2020. 

c) Just because 2021 is here doesn’t mean the coronavirus, a stolen election, America facing its greatest 
constitutional crisis, and our communist and globalist enemies have all of sudden disappeared. 

d) We are moving into days where the Lord Himself and our relationship with Him will be our main source 
of joy. This is not bad news. This is good news! This is the way it should have been all along. 

e) Though 2021 might not be a great year externally, internally it might just be our best year yet. I believe 
2021 will be a great year in the Lord and in our relationship with Him. 

f) This message is not a prophecy of what will happen in 2021. Rather, this is a word of what I believe the 
Spirit wants to emphasize in the church as we enter 2021. 

g) I want to talk about three things I sense the Spirit wants to say to the church as we enter 2021. 

1. We Are Approaching the Birth of the Manchild. 

a) We are going to talk a lot about Revelation 12 in 2021. In my opinion, Revelation 12 is one of the greatest 
unfulfilled prophecies in Scripture. 

b) These 17 verses are set just prior to the Day of the Lord, also known as the Great Tribulation, which is the 
last 3 ½ years of the age. 

c) In Revelation 12, we see a woman clothed with the sun, the moon under her feet, and she is crowned 
with a 12-star crown. This glorious heavenly woman is pregnant with a mature son. But there waiting to 
devour this child is a great red dragon with seven heads and ten horns.  

d) We are fast approaching the days when this prophecy will be fulfilled. As we enter 2021, the Spirit of 
Christ will be forming Christ within a remnant of His people who have pursued the Lord wholeheartedly.  

e) This remnant are the overcomers who have overcome what Jesus listed in Revelation 2-3. Specifically, 
these overcomers are characterized by: first love for Jesus; faithfulness to the Lamb; a love for the truth; 
an intolerance of Jezebel; a deep and driving hunger for God; a disciplined lifestyle; a fiery passion for 
Jesus; a crucified self-life; Christ-like humility, meekness, self-sacrifice, obedience, and love; sexual purity; 
absolute obedience to the Holy Spirit; lips that only speak the truth; and holiness and blamelessness. 

f) As Christ is formed within a remnant of His people, these overcomers will arise in a greater way. These 
are the sons of God who are led by the Spirit (Rom. 8:14). 

g) Revelation 12:5 states, “And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod 
of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.” 

h) This manchild is not Jesus Christ as many have supposed. Rather, it is Christ in a people; it is Christ formed 
in a people. These are the overcomers who will rule and reign with Jesus Christ in the Millennial 
Kingdom. 

i) As a corporate remnant has Christ formed within them, we will approach the days when these mature 
sons of God are birthed and what has been prophesied of the Great Tribulation will commence. Much 
more on Revelation 12 later this year. 
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2. A Bridal Revival Is Coming. 

a) Last week, I had a dream that I was with a famous revivalist preacher. He was giving me a ride on his 
hovercraft swamp boat, which enables you to glide above swampy waters. He looked at me and said, 
“Get ready for a mighty move of the Spirit.” 

b) We need to prepare for a mighty move of the Spirit. This present-day move of the Spirit will awaken the 
bride and lead to the birth of the manchild. This great awakening is coming to the remnant of God’s 
people in order to prepare an overcoming bride. 

c) God’s aim in the coming great awakening is to secure a solid remnant—a first-fruits harvest who will 
comprise the manchild. This great awakening is for one main purpose—to prepare the bride for Jesus 
Christ. It is to prepare the first-fruits harvest of overcomers. 

d) However, this coming great awakening will divide the church. Many will see this revival as a means to 
invade culture and conquer the seven mountains (business, government, media, arts and 
entertainment, education, family, and religion) rather than discerning the Lord’s ultimate intention.  

e) Many will become obsessed with signs, wonders, miracles, growth, harvest, euphoria, glory, and 
kingdom takeover. They will completely miss the Lord’s aim and intention in the coming great 
awakening to prepare the bride. 

f) God’s primary purpose for this age is not for the church to invade culture and take dominion of the 
seven mountains. The Lord is way more interested in establishing and forming Christ within His people 
than He is the church taking over the systems of this world. 

g) Herein lies one of the major issues that will divide the church in the coming great awakening. The Lord’s 
ultimate intention is to secure a people who are conformed into the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29). He 
wants an inheritance in His people—a people who are fully yielded to the indwelling Spirit and fully 
surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  

h) God’s primary purpose for this age is for the bride to make herself ready for the Bridegroom (Rev. 19:7). 
It is not yet time for her to take dominion over the nations. That’s coming after our wedding. 

i) The bride of Christ is not called to take dominion over all the nations so that Jesus can return. Rather, 
the bride is to make herself ready for the Bridegroom so that Jesus can return. In short, the bride’s 
readiness determines Jesus’ return; not the transformation of nations. 

j) Revelation 19:7 is clear. When the bride is ready, then Jesus will come back. He is not waiting for us to 
take dominion over the earth but over our thoughts, emotions, will, and bodies. He is waiting for us to 
take dominion over our entire self-life by His indwelling Spirit.  

k) In the coming great awakening, there will be a remnant in the nations who will awaken unto the Lord 
Himself. Jesus Christ will be their focus and glory. Jesus Christ will be enough for them.  

l) This remnant will be His bridal overcomers—the first-fruits harvest He is aiming for. These will be the 
five wise virgins. 

m) Our destiny is determined by our response. 

3. It’s Time to Get Ready for the Lord. 

a) The New Testament speaks frequently about being ready for the Lord, the end times, and the return of 
the Lord. 
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b) When speaking about the end times, Jesus frequently used phrases like “be ready,” “be on the alert,” 
and “be dressed in readiness” to exhort us to be prepared for Him and the last days (Matt. 24:42-44, 
25:10-13; Mark 13:35, 37; Luke 12:37-40, 21:36). 

c) The New Testament speaks frequently about being ready for the Lord, the end times, and the return of 
the Lord. In these verses, the messages are directed toward believers—not unbelievers. Notice some of 
these passages of Scripture: 

Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. But be sure of 
this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. For this 
reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think 
He will (Matt. 24:42-44, emphasis mine). 

And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who 
were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. Later the other virgins 
also came, saying, “Lord, lord, open up for us.” But he answered, “Truly I say to you, I do not know 
you.” Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour (Matt. 25:10-13, emphasis 
mine). 

Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit. Be like men who are waiting for their master 
when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to him 
when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert when 
he comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, 
and will come up and wait on them. Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in the third, 
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had 
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken 
into. You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect (Luke 
12:35-40, emphasis mine). 

Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and 
His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and 
clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints (Rev. 19:7-8, emphasis mine). 

But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; for you are 
all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; so then let us not sleep as 
others do, but let us be alert and sober (1 Thess. 5:4-6, emphasis mine). 

d) From these Scriptures, it is clear the most important end-time issue is not when the rapture will take 
place or whether the third trumpet judgment is a meteor or an asteroid. The real issue is whether or not 
we are ready for the Lord Himself and the end times. 

e) While many have become preoccupied with debating the timing of the rapture, who the antichrist is, 
and whether credit cards are the precursor to the mark of the beast, we have overlooked the most 
important truth of all. Namely, are we preparing ourselves for the Lord Himself and for the most dramatic 
time in history? 

f) Every new year, many make new-year resolutions. They make resolutions to eat healthier, lose weight, 
exercise more, read through the Bible, save more money, etc. Most never follow through on their new-
year resolutions after a month. 

g) Even so, it’s not a bad thing to make new-year resolutions. But what if we made our number one 
resolution—above eating healthy, losing weight, and exercise—internal readiness? What if this became 
our number one new-year’s goal? 
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h) The great revivalist Jonathan Edwards wrote down his resolutions for a God-centered life. Beginning 
when he was a teenager and adding to it as he grew older, Edwards would read this list once a week to 
help keep him focused and devoted to Christ. He ended up with 70 resolutions. 

i) Writing about these resolutions, he said, “Being sensible that I am unable to do any thing without God’s 
help, I do humbly intreat Him by His grace to enable me to keep these resolutions, so far as they are 
agreeable to His will, for Christ’s sake.”1 

j) It has been said it takes 21 days to form a new habit. What if, as we enter 2021, together we embraced a 
21-day challenge for internal readiness? What if, for 21 days, we took the list below, and prayed for 21 
minutes a day for 21 days, for God, by the Spirit, to develop these traits within us? 

k) What does internal readiness look like? 

1. First love for Jesus—a love so deep that we love Him even more than we love ourselves (Rev. 2:4-5; 
12:11); 

2. Faithfulness to the Lamb that transforms us into living martyrs who are willing to die for our faith 
(Rev. 2:10); 

3. A love for the truth that is so consuming that all of our hearts will be in full agreement with the Word, 
removing all forms of compromise (Rev. 2:14-15); 

4. An intolerance for the ways and works of Jezebel in our sphere of authority (Rev. 2:20); 

5. A deep and driving hunger for God that overpowers apathy, complacency, indifference, and 
carelessness (Rev. 3:1-2); 

6. A disciplined lifestyle that helps us maintain our victory until the end (Rev. 3:11); 

7. A fiery passion for Jesus that consumes self-satisfaction (Rev. 3:16-19); 

8. A crucified self-life with hearts and souls that are fully possessed by the Spirit of God (Rev. 12:11); 

9. Christ-like humility, meekness, self-sacrifice, obedience, and love that overcomes the nature of the 
proud, independent, rebellious, self-serving, and accusatory nature of the dragon (Rev. 12:11); 

10. Sexual purity in our hearts, souls, and bodies (Rev. 14:4); 

11. Absolute obedience to the Holy Spirit that leads to following the Lamb wherever He goes (Rev. 14:4); 

12. Lips that only speak the truth, whose yes is yes and whose no is no (Rev. 14:5); 

13. Holiness and blamelessness (Rev. 14:5).2 

1 https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-8/resolutions-of-jonathan-edwards.html, referenced on 1/3/2021. 
2 Holiness and blamelessness would also apply to overcoming the deeds of the flesh that Paul mentioned in Galatians 5:19-21. 

 


