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Introduction 

a) Last week, I introduced the Lord’s great reset in His church. 

b) From 2020 into 2021, the church has experienced a great upheaval—from the shaking caused by the 
pandemic; to church coming to a screeching halt; to all the confusion, uncertainty, division, and anxiety 
in our nation; to the civil unrest in the summer; and to the craziness of the election.  

c) Hosea prophesied, “Come, let us return to the Lord. For He has torn us, but He will heal us; He has 
wounded us, but He will bandage us. He will revive us after two days; He will raise us up on the third day, 
that we may live before Him. So let us know, let us press on to know the Lord. His going forth is as certain 
as the dawn; and He will come to us like the rain, like the spring rain watering the earth” (Hos. 6:1-3). 

d) I believe the Lord is speaking Hosea 6:1-3 to His remnant church—the ones who truly long for Him. As 
we emerge from the shaking and pruning of 2020, I believe we are poised for a great revival, 
resurrection, reset, and release of fruitful ministry. 

e) The Lord is initiating a great reset in His church. This great reset includes . . . 

• A reset in our vision, where we once again see the Lord sitting on His throne in His radiant glory and 
transcendent majesty; 

• A reset in our personal pursuits, where we live to know Christ, learn to live by His indwelling life, find 
our greatest pleasure in God Himself, and labor for His eternal purpose to be fulfilled; 

• A reset in our corporate mission, where are personal ambitions are laid aside so we can pursue His 
presence together, experience the ministry of the Spirit among us, make ourselves ready for Him, 
prepare His bride locally, nationally, and internationally, and became a true spiritual family; 

• A worship reset, where we shift from outer court worship that sings about the Lord and what He has 
done to holy-of-holies worship that sings to the Lord and ministers to Him face-to-face; 

• A presence of God reset, where we realize we can no longer do church without His ever-increasing, 
manifest presence and glory—the fullness of the outpouring of His Spirit; 

• A spiritual gifts reset, where our services are marked by the moving of the Spirit, the gifts of the Spirit, 
and His miracle-working, delivering power; 

• A church reset, where we understand that we don’t go to church, but we are the church—a living, 
organic, corporate expression of the body of Jesus Christ in a local community; 

• A ministry reset, where we recover what it truly means to be a prophetic people—forerunners in the 
spirit and the power of Elijah, who are making ready a people prepared for the Lord locally, 
nationally, and internationally; 

• A multiplication reset, where the pruning of the past season produces an exponential multiplication 
of ministry in the nations, preparing the church for the Lord’s return. 

New Wineskins for New Wine 

a) When the Lord returns, Paul said Jesus will present to Himself “a glorious church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she would be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:27, NKJV). 
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b) This means, prior to the Lord’s return, the church, at least a hungry remnant in the nations, will 
experience and encounter the glory of the Lord—the manifest presence of the Spirit. The end-time 
church is destined to be a glorious church filled with the Lord’s glory. 

c) To accomplish this objective, the Lord has to first tear down and destroy the old wineskins in the church. 
The Lord told Jeremiah, “See, I have appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms, to 
pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant” (Jer. 1:10). 

d) In Matthew 9:17, Jesus told a parable about old and new wineskins. In essence, Jesus said He would not 
fill what He did not form and fashion. Jesus will not pour out His Spirit into a wineskin fashioned and 
formed by man’s creativity and ingenuity. 

e) In this divine reset in the church, God’s end goal is for His glory to fill His house and His people, 
transforming us into the glorious church Jesus desires. We are transformed into His image from glory to 
glory. 

f) To be a house filled with God’s glory, the Lord Himself must build, form, and fashion us. Only what Jesus 
builds by His Spirit will be eligible for the coming outpouring of glory destined for the end-time church. 

g) 2020 into 2021 has been a time where the Lord has been tearing down old wineskins, old models of 
doing church, old mindsets about church, and obstacles, obstructions, and idols in His house. He is 
purposefully tearing down and destroying so He can build His house His way and fill it with His glory. 

A Divine Reset of Vision 

a) In this message, I want to talk about a reset in our vision, where we once again see the Lord sitting on 
His throne in His radiant glory and transcendent majesty. 

b) So many leaders in the church talk about vision. They ask, “What is your vision?” The idea is what we are 
trying to be, build, and accomplish. For example: We want to lead the unchurch into a growing 
relationship with Jesus Christ. We want to reach the unreached with the gospel. 

c) Certainly, these are both scriptural and noble goals. But these are not vision. These are mission.  

d) In the Lord’s house, vision only comes from seeing the Lord, high and exalted, sitting on His throne in 
His radiant glory and transcendent majesty. Isaiah only received a mission and a commission because 
he first saw the King, the Lord of hosts. 

e) For several weeks, Isaiah 6:1 has been reverberating in my heart. I believe the Lord is speaking Isaiah 6:1 
to His church in America. Isaiah said, “In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.” 

King Uzziah and the Sin of Pride and Presumption 

a) I want to talk about King Uzziah for a few minutes. As you will see, King Uzziah is very relevant to many 
things we have recently experienced in our nation and in the church. 

b) Uzziah, the 10th king of Judah, came to power when he was 16 and reigned as king for 52 years. Uzziah 
truly made Israel great again. Through his leadership, Israel experienced its greatest success and 
prosperity in about 100 years, since King Jehoshaphat. 

c) In his beginnings, Uzziah “did right in the sight of the LORD” (2 Chron. 26:4). He also sought after God. 
And as Scripture states, “As long as he sought the LORD, God prospered him” (2 Chron. 26:5). 

d) Uzziah built up the military, used new inventions in battle, and had great success in war, resulting in 
Israel’s enemies paying tribute to Uzziah (2 Chron. 26:6-8). As Uzziah’s success increased, so did his fame 
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and renown, extending to the border of Egypt (2 Chron. 26:8). Uzziah became strong and prosperous, 
building up the towers in Jerusalem, fortifying the city, and hewing out cisterns (2 Chron. 26:9). 

e) Nevertheless, when Uzziah “became strong, his heart was so proud that he acted corruptly, and he was 
unfaithful to the LORD his God, for he entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of 
incense” (2 Chron. 26:16). 

f) Uzziah’s prosperity and success created pride in his heart. In turn, this led him to act presumptuously, 
burning incense in the temple—an act that was only permitted by the priests, not the kings. As a result 
of Uzziah’s pride and presumption, the Lord struck him with leprosy and he lived in isolation until his 
death. 

Confronting Our Political and Pulpit Idols 

a) Think about this for a minute. Since Israel experienced great success and prosperity through Uzziah’s 
leadership, many of God’s people likely put King Uzziah on a pedestal. They must have turned him into 
a political idol, exchanging the glory of the living God for a created man. 

b) I think this applies to what has happened in the church over the past few years. Many of the Lord’s 
people, imperceptibly, put political, pastoral, and prophetic leaders on pedestals. Their favorite 
politicians, pastors, and prophets, slowly and gradually, begin to eclipse the glorious and enthroned 
King of the Universe. 

c) As I was meditating on this message earlier in the week, Jeremiah Johnson posted a new article on his 
blog, where he detailed an open vision he had. What the Lord spoke to him confirmed the message on 
my heart from Isaiah 6. A portion of what the Lord said to him follows: 

I am releasing judgment upon the church because of her pulpit idolatries. . . . Oh, how My heart 
breaks for the lost sheep who are not being taught how to feed on My word and worship Me. 
Rather, they are being falsely deceived into man worship, which is idolatry. Repent of celebrity 
Christianity and recognize the window of time I have now opened for a divine reset in the global 
church.1 

d) In the church, many of us have put politicians, pastors, and prophetic ministers on pedestals and it has 
turned into a form of idolatry the Lord is now confronting. 

e) Political idolatry: The Lord used President Trump to expose the political idolatry in the church. In large 
swaths of the evangelical and charismatic church, many of God’s people looked to Trump as a political 
messiah. Only he could save America from the rampant push toward socialism, communism, and 
globalism. For us at Restoration Life, I don’t think any of us looked at Trump as a political messiah. But I 
know the Lord has convicted of me of subtlety putting hope and trust in Trump to deliver America rather 
than in the Lord Himself. 

f) Prophetic idolatry: The Lord has undoubtedly shaken the charismatic church. The whole prophetic 
debacle, where we witnessed some 40-plus prophets wrongly prophesy Trump would be re-elected, has 
exposed the prophetic movement. Many in the charismatic movement have wrongly placed anointed 
prophets and apostles on pedestals, idolizing their favorite ministers, without even realizing it. 

g) Evangelical idolatry: Not only has the Lord exposed the charismatic church in 2020 but also the 
evangelical church. Ravi Zacharias, one of the most beloved evangelists and apologists in the 
evangelical church, was exposed for sexual exploitation. This sent shockwaves throughout the 
evangelical church who wrongfully placed him on a pedestal. 

h) Band and brand idolatry: The final form of idolatry I will mention is the worship of worship leaders—
those celebrity worship leaders made famous by their band or brand. The worship movement started 
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out as a pure work of the Lord but it has now become a music movement of bands and brands. Sadly, 
many in the church have placed these worship leaders on a pedestal. 

i) I could list many more examples, but I think you get the point. The Lord is confronting political and 
pulpit idolatry. He is exposing the worship of worship bands and brands. As the Lord told Jeremiah 
Johnson, “Repent of celebrity Christianity [putting any minister of the gospel on a pedestal] and 
recognize the window of time I have now opened for a divine reset in the global church” (emphasis 
mine). 

I Saw the Lord 

a) We are swiftly moving toward the fulfillment of Isaiah 2:17, when the “pride of man will be humbled and 
the loftiness of men will be abased; and the LORD alone will be exalted in that day.” The Lord is presently 
working to bring down the pride of politicians, pastors, prophets, apostles, CEOs, entertainers, athletes, 
etc. The Lord has “a day of reckoning against everyone who is proud and lofty and against everyone 
who is lifted up, that he may be abased” (Isa. 2:12). 

b) As when King Uzziah died and Israel’s political hope died with him, there’s presently no political solution 
to the crisis our nation faces. Nor is there any spiritual solution for the crisis in the church. 

c) But here’s the good news. And I promise you it is really good news . . . Only when our hope in earthly 
messiahs die are we are able to see the glory of the Lord enthroned in the temple.  

d) The death of political solutions and placing ministers on pedestals means we are about to see the glory 
of the Lord, for only He is our ultimate solution. Only He is the stability of our times. 

e) The death of our political and pulpit idols leaves a vacuum. Without realizing it, we can easily build up a 
dependency upon and trust in political leaders to deliver us from socialism, communism, and globalism. 
At the same time, without discerning it, we can establish an unhealthy reliance on pastors, prophets, 
apostles, and teachers for a fresh word from God rather than pressing into the Lord and His Word for 
ourselves. We can do the same with worship bands, leaning on them to bring us near to the Lord. 

f) When these idols come crashing down, there’s a vacuum in our hearts and souls that will be filled with 
something or someone. My exhortation to you is this: Make sure to fill this vacuum with the Lord Himself 
and not another thing. 

g) Isaiah 6:1 states, “In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, 
with the train of His robe filling the temple.” Only when our idols die can we see the Lord in all of His 
glory, splendor, and majesty. 

Seeing the Glory of the Lord 

a) The first reset the Lord wants to initiate in His church is a vision reset, where we see the glory of the Lord 
enthroned in His heavenly temple. 

b) When Moses prayed, “Show me Your glory,” notice how the Lord answered his prayer. Namely, He said, 
“I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; 
and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show 
compassion” (Exo. 33:19). 

c) One chapter later, when the Lord descended in the cloud and passed by in front of Moses, the Lord 
proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
lovingkindness and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression 
and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the 
children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations” (Exo. 34:6). 
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d) What’s shocking about this encounter—where Moses had to cover his face from seeing the face of God, 
else he die—was the revelation of God’s tenderness, kindness, and graciousness. You would think the 
Lord would reveal Himself in terrifying thunder and lightning, accompanied by earthquakes, swirling 
wind, and great upheaval. You would think the revelation of God would be harsh and severe. But 
instead, the Lord reveals His grace, mercy, kindness, and love. 

e) Here’s what we need to see. God’s glory is all that makes God who He is.  

f) A.W. Tozer said God “never suspends one of His attributes in order to exercise another.” God is, at the 
same time, a God of love, holiness, compassion, justice, grace, truth, mercy, severity, kindness, 
transcendence, meekness, majesty, lowliness, faithfulness, and humility. Our pea-sized brains can’t 
fathom the infinite transcendence of our holy God. 

g) Tozer also said, “What we believe about God is the most important thing about us.” 

h) Let’s take a few minutes and look at the attributes that comprise God’s glory, as He revealed to Moses. 
Specifically, the Lord revealed Himself as a God who is good, compassionate, gracious, patient, 
abounding in covenant-love, truthful, forgiving, and just. 

A God Who Is . . .  

a) Good 

• The Lord told Moses, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you” (Ex. 33:19). 

• God is not good because He blesses us. God is good because He gives us Himself. 

• The ultimate expression of God’s goodness is He invites men and women to experience the bliss of 
the Triune God’s joyful, eternal relationship. 

• A secondary expression of God’s goodness is His deep desire to heal our bodies when we are sick; 
to provide for our needs; to prosper us; to bless us with good things; to give us great friends; and to 
protect us from our enemies. 

b) Compassionate 

• The Lord told Moses, “I will . . . show compassion on whom I will show compassion” (Exo. 33:19). He 
said further, as He proclaimed His name to Moses, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate” (Exo. 
34:6). Clearly, God is compassionate. 

• Jesus, as the “good shepherd” and the “chief shepherd,” feels compassion for His people, especially 
those who are battling sickness, disease, demons, distress, and discouragement (John 10:11; 1 Pet. 
5:4).  

• Jesus cares greatly about the condition of our physical bodies and the emotional wholeness of our 
souls; His heart is gripped with gathering the scattered and seeking the lost; He is intent on leading 
us into our eternal destiny, keeping us from wandering aimlessly through life; and He deeply desires 
to protect us from our enemies. 

c) Gracious 

• The Lord told Moses, “I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious” (Exo. 33:19). He said further, as 
He proclaimed His name to Moses, “The LORD, the LORD God . . . gracious” (Exo. 34:6).  

• Peter referred to God as “the God of all grace” (1 Pet. 5:10). John said Jesus Christ is “full of grace” 
(John 1:14)—a fullness of grace “we have all received, and grace upon grace” (John 1:16). Paul said, 
“God is able to make all grace abound to you” (2 Cor. 9:8). 
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• Praise God! We serve a God of all grace who is full of grace and is able and willing to make all grace 
abound to you. 

• What, exactly, is grace? Here’s my simple definition: Grace is the unmerited power of God that 
enables us to be who we are called to be and to do what we are called to do. 

d) Patient 

• The Lord told Moses I am “slow to anger” (Exo. 34:6). The Lord is the most patient Person in the 
universe.  

• When most would give up on us after many years or even decades of battling a besetting sin, the 
Lord patiently waits for us to overcome. He is for us, encouraging us to keep battling and fighting 
until we prevail. 

• With all our struggles, stubbornness, shortcomings, and sins, the Lord patiently waits for us to come 
to the end of ourselves, where we cease trying to be better Christians and learn instead to live by 

the indwelling life of Christ. 

e) Abounding in covenant-love 

• The Lord told Moses He was “abounding in lovingkindness and truth [faithfulness]” and He “keeps 
lovingkindness for thousands” (Exo. 34:6-7, emphasis mine). 

• The Hebrew word for lovingkindness is checed. This is a rich word that is centered in God’s covenants 
with His people. Many theologians believe checed can only be experienced in covenant 
relationships and could even be translated covenant faithfulness. 

• In short, lovingkindness connotes a legal obligation based on covenant, an everlasting time frame, 
strength, steadfastness (which in itself means faithful, determined, fixed in placed, not subject to 
change), and love. All these meanings must be included to understand sufficiently this word and 
thus to understand God’s heart toward His covenant people. 

• When we entered into the New Covenant by faith in Jesus’ finished work on the cross, we were 
instantly betrothed to Christ as His beloved bride. That’s why I believe you can paraphrase 
lovingkindness as God’s abounding love for His betrothed bride. 

• As a betrothed bride to Jesus Christ, our Bridegroom calls us His beloved and friend. He says to us—
even though we are dark in sin, selfishness, and shortcomings—that we are lovely to Him. Our loving 
Bridegroom abounds in steadfast love, passion, and devotion for us. He thinks we are beautiful, 
precious, and valuable. We are His chosen beloved, the ones He dreamed about before time and 
creation in eternity past. He loved us so much He clothed Himself in human flesh, lived as a poor, 
humble carpenter for 30 years, and then died on a cross for us as a rejected, loathed, and despised 
man. He became sin so we might become the righteousness of God in Him. Jesus desires us, loves 
us, likes us, and enjoy us. He wants to be near us and longs for us to have a deep, intimate 
relationship with Him. 

f) Forgiving 

• The Lord told Moses that He “forgives iniquity, transgression and sin” (Exo. 34:7). 

• Our God is the justifier. Because of the atoning work of Jesus on the cross, all of our sins have been 
washed away and buried beneath the sea forever (Mic. 7:19).  

• Not only did God forgive all our sins. But He justifies us. That is, He not only declares us innocent; He 
says we are righteous in Christ. 

• David said, “How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered” (Psa. 32:1). 
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g) Just 

• The Lord told Moses, “He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished” (Exo. 34:7). 

• The Lord is the Righteous Judge who is full of justice. He will judge the church for where she has 
deviated from righteousness and truth. He lovingly disciplines us as a good father so we might 
become His mature, Christ-like sons and share in His holiness. Each of us will also stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ and give an account for how we lived our lives. 

• Not only does God judge His church, but He will judge every unbeliever for the evil and wicked 
things they have done. No one can escape the just judgment of the Righteous Judge. 

 

 

 

 
1 https://www.thealtarglobal.com/houses-of-glory-in-the-new-era, referenced on 4/8/2021. 
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