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I. Introduction 

a) Let’s quickly review what we have talked about over the last several weeks. 

1. Our mission: We looked at our mandate to make the bride ready and what it looks like when the 
bride is made ready. Specifically, we looked at 12 characteristics of the bride made ready. 

2. The movement: We looked at the present-day movement of the Holy Spirit to make the bride 
ready in the nations. The Lord has prepared and is preparing a corporate vessel of forerunners 
in the spirit and the power of Elijah to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. Restoration 
Life Church has been preparing for this for 30 years and now is the time for our complete 
commission into this mandate. We are called to trigger the bride being made ready in this 
community, nation, and nations. We are called to hasten the Lord’s return. 

3. The commission: We looked at our responsibility to take what the Lord has taught us and to 
teach others in the nations. Our role in the Great Commission is to make the bride ready in the 
nations, especially in Eastern and Southern Africa, through Lifeschool and the Forerunner 
School. 

4. The trigger: The second coming of Christ and the fulfillment of end-time prophecy will not just 
happen in God’s sovereignty alone. We, as the church, must hasten His return by making 
ourselves ready. To help facilitate this, the Lord is presently releasing end-time messengers who 
will trigger a remnant within the church to make themselves ready (the man-child) and that will 
trigger the rest of the church to make themselves ready during the Great Tribulation. 

b) This process is shown below. 

 

 

c) A sidenote before moving on. Forerunners will be part of the man-child and the man-child will be 
part of the bride made ready. The distinction is the unique role each plays in the process of making 
the bride ready. 

d) Last week, we looked at Phase 1 of this process—forerunners who will trigger a remnant in the 
church to make themselves ready. This week we will look at Phase 2—the birth of the man-child. 

e) To understand the birth of the man-child, we need a foundational understanding of Revelation 12-
14. 
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II. An Overview of Revelation 12-14 

a) Revelation 12-14 is a parenthetical section in the overall chronological narrative of the book of 
Revelation. It’s a pause in the storyline, highlighting key events just prior to the last 3.5 years of the 
age and during the last 3.5 years of the age. 

b) Many biblical scholars refer to Revelation 12-14 as an explanatory interlude between the trumpet 
judgments, which conclude in Revelation 11, and the bowl judgments, which begin in Revelation 
15. 

c) Revelation 12-14 is a prophecy within the prophecy, shining light onto the key event which activates 
the rest of the future events contained in the book of Revelation. 

d) Revelation 12-14 is the key which unlocks the mystery of this prophetic book; it’s the heartbeat from 
which everything in this prophecy circulates and flows. Deep understanding of these three chapters 
brings clarity to the enigma surrounding this prophecy. 

e) After studying the end times for over 25 years, I believe Revelation 12-14 is the most important 
unfulfilled prophecy in Scripture. Not only is this prophecy the most important, but it’s also one of 
the least understood, perhaps the most misinterpreted, and one of the most neglected prophecies 
in the Bible. 

f) Because Revelation 12-14 can be complex, we will ask the questions any forensic investigator would 
ask, such as why, who, and when. 

g) Let’s apply these three questions to Revelation 12-14 to better understand the prophecy of how the 
bride will be made ready at the end of the age. 

h) One side note before we answer these questions. Once again, I highly recommend Watchman Nee’s 
book, The Glorious Church, which talks about Revelation 12 in great detail. You can get this book on 
Amazon or you can get it for free as a PDF.1 

III. Answering the Why of This Prophecy 

a) The first question we want to ask is why? Why should we study and understand Revelation 12-14? 
Why is this important to our mission as a church and ministry? Why should we invest time to study 
and understand Revelation 12-14? 

b) I will answer these questions with 10 reasons why we need to thoroughly understand Revelation 12-
14. 

c) Before listing these reasons, let me first state the two main views of Revelation 12:1-5. 

• View #1: The birth of the man-child is a historical description of Israel giving birth to the Messiah 
and then His ascension to the throne of God some thirty-three years later. 

• View #2: The birth of the man-child is a prophecy of the overcomers, a remnant within the church 
who fully obey Jesus’ words in Revelation 2-3. These will come to full maturity as a corporate son 
3.5 years before Jesus Christ returns (Eph. 4:13). This group will trigger key end-time events and 
will be the catalyst for the Lord’s return. 

d) As I explain later in the notes, I don’t believe Revelation 12:1-5 is a historical description of Israel 
giving birth to Jesus. Rather, I believe this passage is a prophecy of the overcomers coming to full 
maturity 3.5 years before Jesus returns and triggering key end-time events. 
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IV. 1. You Will Be Blessed by Reading and Studying It. 

a) Revelation 1:3 states, “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and 
heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.” 

b) At first glance, the book of Revelation seems scary, complicated, confusing, depressing, irrelevant, 
unnecessary, and impractical. But nothing is further from the truth. Personally, this book has 
imparted tremendous spiritual blessings to me because I have read, heard, and obeyed the words 
in this prophecy.  

c) Much more than the negative narrative of a coming one-world government, religion, and economy, 
the devil and antichrist reigning over nations for 42 months, and God’s dreadful wrath poured out 
upon the unbelieving world during the Day of the Lord, the book of Revelation reveals God’s 
beautiful plan for how His ultimate intention will be accomplished at the end of the age.  

d) Speaking from personal experience, if you will spend time reading, studying, and seeking to 
thoroughly understand Revelation 12-14, you will experience tremendous spiritual blessings. 

V. 2. It Reveals the Culmination of Genesis 3:15. 

a) Revelation 12-14 describes, in big picture form, the culmination of the epic battle of the ages 
between God’s people and the powers of darkness. The battle that began in the Garden of Eden 
between Adam and Eve and the serpent will conclude in the end times with the overcomers, in 
partnership with Christ, enforcing the victory of the cross upon the enemy's head.  

b) Genesis 3:15 is the first prophecy of Scripture. In this short prophetic declaration, there is a woman, 
her seed, and a serpent. The serpent bruises the woman’s seed on the heel but her seed, in ultimately 
victory, crushes the serpent’s head. 

c) Genesis 3:15 is fulfilled in three phases. First, Mary was the woman; Jesus Christ was the seed; and 
the serpent was Satan. Satan bruised Christ on the heel when He was crucified, but Jesus crushed 
the serpent’s head on the cross, through His crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection—ensuring 
ultimate victory over the powers of darkness.  

d) The second phase of Genesis 3:15 is fulfilled in Revelation 12-14, where we once again see a woman, 
her seed, and the serpent. The woman’s seed is the man-child and the serpent has morphed into a 
red dragon. When the woman gives birth to the man-child, Satan and his angels will then be cast 
out of the second heaven to the earth. This is how the God of peach crushes Satan under our feet 
and how all disobedience is punished at the end of the age (Rom. 16:20; 2 Cor. 10:6). 

e) The final phase of Genesis 3:15 is when Jesus returns with His bride. Together, they will put an 
ultimate end to the dragon, the antichrist, and his evil empire, eradicating evil from the earth. 

VI. 3. It Reveals How the Bride Is Made Ready. 

a) Revelation 12-14 describe in great detail how the Lord will make the bride ready at the end of the 
age. These three chapters describe the culmination of the present-day move of the Holy Spirit to 
make the bride ready in the nations. 

b) To quickly summarize, many believers throughout history, presently in heaven, have already 
overcome and made themselves ready. These are symbolized by the glorious woman.  

c) Second, this heavenly woman is pregnant with a man-child. These are the overcomers on earth 3.5 
years before the Lord returns. When the man-child is born, it signifies a remnant has made 
themselves ready before the majority of the church. 
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d) Finally, the rest of the church will be made ready through the refining fires of the Great Tribulation. 
This will result in the greatest number of believers made ready in history. 

VII. 4. It Reveals How God’s Purpose for the Ages Is Fulfilled. 

a) In my book, The Eternal Blueprint, I talked about God having a unique purpose for each age (Eph. 
3:11). I said this was like our modern-day “honey-do list.” But it’s a God-do list. It’s what the Lord seeks 
to accomplish in each unique age of history. 

b) God’s purpose for the present Church Age is to have a mature man—a corporate son conformed 
into the image of Christ, who will be placed into Christ’s inheritance, sit down with Him on His 
throne, and rule the nations with a rod of iron in partnership with Him (Eph. 4:13; Rom. 8:29; Rev. 
2:26-27; Rev. 3:21).  

c) In my book, The Eternal Blueprint, I quoted T. Austin Sparks, who said we are presently in the school 
of sonship unto adoption and that our graduation is to the throne. 

d) When the man-child is born, a remnant within the church will have graduated from the school of 
sonship and inherited the throne. Though it will start as a remnant, many more will be prepared in 
the school of sonship during the last 3.5 years of the age and will inherit the throne when Jesus 
returns. 

e) Thus, Revelation 12-14 reveals how God’s purpose for the Church Age is fulfilled. 

VIII. 5. It Activates an Internal Work in Us. 

a) In 2 Corinthians 3:18, Paul revealed the beholding-is-becoming principle. That is, when we see the 
Lord, the act of beholding Him transforms us internally.  

b) This same principle applies to having vision of God’s ultimate intention accomplished at the end of 
the age. When our spiritual eyes are opened and we see God’s desire fulfilled through the birth of 
the man-child, the act of beholding this in Scripture literally works to transform us internally into a 
mature son.  

c) Spiritual vision activates an internal work within us, enabling us to become part of this end-time 
prophecy. We literally become what we see in the pages of Scripture. 

IX. 6. It Reveals God’s Blueprint for Prayer and Intercession. 

a) Before Jesus takes the scroll and opens the seals to activate end-time prophecy, we see “golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints” (Rev. 5:8). Later, we see how the prayers of 
the saints activate the trumpet judgments (8:3-5). 

b) The point: We are not called to be spectators in end-time events; we’re called to be participators. 
Our prayers for the Lord’s eternal purpose to be fulfilled will be the catalyst for the events in the 
book of Revelation to be activated. 

c) As we will see in detail later, the birth of the man-child, revealed in Revelation 12, is the triggering 
event that activates many end-time prophecies. But it will be the prayers of the saints, offered years 
in advance for the bride in the nations to be made ready, that will trigger the birth of the man-child.  

d) Having a vision of God’s desire for the bride to be made ready and how it will be accomplished at 
the end of the age, as depicted in Revelation 12-14, is like fuel added to fire—igniting corporate 
prayer, intercession, and spiritual warfare so Jesus will be presented with a worthy bride on that day. 
It’s only through deep, fervent, devoted, persistent, and regular prayer the bride will be made ready. 
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e) Understanding one of God’s top priorities at the end of the age gives us the grace to partner with 
Him in intercessory prayer so His people in the nations overcome and make themselves ready. 
Seeing God’s eternal purpose accomplished in Revelation 12-14 helps us partner with Him and add 
our prayers to the incense, which will help activate end-time prophecy (Rev. 5:8; 8:3-5). 

f) Seeing the blueprint of the Lord’s prophetic plan helps align our hearts with the Lord’s ultimate 
intention. It helps us become God-centered rather than self-centered in our lives, churches, and 
ministries. It helps align us as friends of the Bridegroom, who are laboring and serving to ensure 
Jesus gets what He wants rather than us getting what we want. 

X. 7. It Reveals the Trigger That Activates Many End-Time Prophecies. 

a) This passage reveals the trigger for the casting down of Satan and his angels from the second heaven 
(Rev. 12:7-12). 

b) This passage reveals the trigger for the Great Tribulation and the antichrist’s 42-month reign (Rev. 
12:12; Rev. 13). 

c) This passage reveals the trigger for the bride made ready through great fire and testing (Rev. 13; 
Dan. 12:10). 

d) This passage reveals the trigger for the complete transition from the present Church Age to the 
Kingdom Age (Rev. 12:10). 

e) This passage reveals the trigger for the second coming of Jesus Christ (Rev. 12:10). 

XI. 8. It Reveals How the Kingdom Comes in Fullness. 

a) Revelation 11:15 tells us, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Christ.” This verse reveals the what but not the how.  

b) Revelation 12:10 reveals the how, declaring, “Now . . . the kingdom of our God and the authority of 
His Christ have come.”  

c) If you study Revelation 12, you discover how the kingdom of God comes. It comes when a mature 
man is formed within a remnant of the church and the man-child is birthed 3.5 years before the Lord 
returns. 

XII. 9. It Reveals the Catalyst for the End-Time Birth Pains. 

a) Talking about the end times, Jesus said, “But all these things [the signs and events of the end times] 
are merely the beginning of birth pangs” (Matt. 24:8).  

b) Reading through Matthew 24, we see the end-time birth pains are increased:  

• Deception; 

• Wars and rumors of wars; 

• International conflicts; 

• Racial wars; 

• Famines and earthquakes; 

• Pestilences; 

• Persecution; 
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• Offense; 

• Lawlessness; 

• Apostasy; 

• Betrayal; 

• Cold love. 

c) If there are end-time birth pains, of course there must be a birth which follows. Revelation 12:1-5 
unveils the birth which triggers the end-time birth pains Jesus listed in Matthew 24. 

d) Here’s the principle. Satan doesn’t trigger the end-times. God does. What the Lord is doing to 
accomplish His eternal purpose at the end of the age is what causes the powers of darkness to panic 
and to unleash evil, attempting to stop, hinder, and abort God’s prophetic purposes. 

e) Jesus is not returning until God’s eternal purpose is fulfilled in the nations. Until the Lord has a 
people who are ready for Him, Jesus is not coming back.  

f) Conversely, when the Lord’s work is underway and His people are maturing into the image of Christ, 
the powers of darkness are sent into a panic, for they know their time is coming to an end. This panic 
and upheaval trigger the birth pains in the nations. It tells us God’s ultimate intention is about to be 
birthed at the end of the age. 

g) If we want to know how close we are to the birth of the man-child, when Christ is fully formed within 
a remnant of His people as they overcome what Jesus listed in Revelation 2-3, just look at the signs 
of the times.  

h) The conception, formation, and growth of Christ within a remnant of His people throughout the 
nations results in birth pains felt in nature, politics, governments, economies, culture, and 
relationships. And when this man-child is fully formed within a remnant in the church and birthed, 
it will trigger the last 3.5 years of the age. 

i) In my opinion, looking at the birth pains taking place throughout the nations, we are much closer to 
the birth of the man-child than we realize. Beginning in 2020, we have seen a rapid increase in 
pestilence, lawlessness, tyranny, betrayal, deception, racial wars, offense, cold love, and apostasy. 
This tells me, hidden from the natural eye, the Holy Spirit is on the move, doing an internal work of 
forming Christ within a remnant of His people, enabling them to overcome what Jesus listed in 
Revelation 2-3. This will culminate just prior to the last 3.5 years of the age, when the man-child is 
born.  

j) As in a natural pregnancy, which involves conception, formation, and growth, invisible to the natural 
eye, so it will be spiritually. Most will not even know it’s taking place, including many within the 
church. Yet it will be the most dramatic and important move of the Holy Spirit in history, resulting in 
the literally shift from the Church Age to the Kingdom Age. 

XIII. 10. We Are Invited to Participate in This and Experience It. 

a) Just as the Holy Spirit impregnated the virgin Mary and formed the Messiah within her womb, the 
Holy Spirit will form Christ within this man-child company of overcomers. The Spirit of God will shape 
and mold a remnant within the church into a corporate son, a mature man, who fully obeys Jesus’ 
words in Revelation 2-3. 

b) The Lord invites all of His people to be part of this man-child company—to be made ready before 
the majority of the church. If we say “yes” to this invitation, allegorically speaking, we will be placed 
into the womb, a place of hiddenness and seclusion. It’s here, in our secret place relationship with 
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the Lord, where the indwelling Spirit will form, mold, and shape us into the image of Christ internally, 
similar (though obviously not the same) to how the Spirit impregnated the virgin Mary and formed 
Christ within her womb. 

c) When Christ is fully formed in these individuals who say “yes,” then the man-child will be born. This 
remnant within the church, who have matured into Christ-like sons before the majority, are the 
forerunners who will trigger key end-time events leading to the second coming of Jesus Christ. They 
will literally be used to shift us from the present Church Age to the Kingdom Age. 

d) If you are under the age of 50 in 2021, it’s looking evermore possible this prophecy could be fulfilled 
in your lifetime, underscoring the importance of understanding this vital passage of Scripture. 

XIV. Answering the Who of This Prophecy? 

a) The next question we want to ask is who? Who are the key players depicted in Revelation 12-14? 

b) Before answering the question of who, let me first state who this prophecy is not describing.  

c) Reading through commentaries and other writings focused on the book of Revelation, you quickly 
discover there are numerous views of Revelation 12. The crux of the debate revolves around 
interpreting Revelation 12:1-5.  

d) To keep it simple, I will narrow it down to the two most plausible interpretations. 

• View #1: The birth of the man-child is a historical description of Israel giving birth to the Messiah 
and then His ascension to the throne of God some thirty-three years later. 

• View #2: The birth of the man-child is a prophecy of the overcomers, a remnant within the church 
who fully obey Jesus’ words in Revelation 2-3. These will come to full maturity as a corporate son 
3.5 years before Jesus Christ returns (Eph. 4:13). This group will trigger key end-time events and 
will be the catalyst for the Lord’s return. 

e) After examining Revelation 12:1-5 closely, I believe View #1 is untenable. I don’t believe the woman 
is Israel nor do I believe the man-child is Jesus. Here are five reasons why: 

1. The book of Revelation is about the future—not the past (Rev. 1:19). John wrote this book in 95 
A.D., some 60-plus years after Jesus ascended to the throne. 

2. The woman flees into the wilderness immediately after the birth of the man-child—not 2,000 
years later (Rev. 12:6). The woman prepared in the wilderness clearly takes place during the last 
3.5 years of the age. 

3. When the man-child is born, all seven antichrist kingdoms (Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, 
Greece, Rome, and the Revived Roman Empire) have come to power, revealed by the dragon’s 
seven heads crowned with seven diadems (Rev. 12:3). If this prophecy described Israel and Jesus, 
only six heads would be crowned since the Roman Empire was the sixth kingdom or the sixth 
demonic head. 

4. The woman who gives birth to the man-child is in heaven; therefore, she can’t be Israel, who is 
on earth in the Middle East.  

5. The heavenly woman is clothed with the sun, indicating she is glorious. When Jesus was born 
and ascended to the throne 33 years later, Israel was far from glorious. The nation, for the most 
part, rejected Jesus as the Messiah and was severely judged by the Lord in 70 A.D. 
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f) For a more in-depth explanation of why I believe View #1 is untenable, see Addendum 1 – Why 
Revelation 12:1-5 Is A Prophecy of the Future and Addendum 2 – Why the Heavenly Woman Is Not 
Israel at the end of these notes. 

g) Now I will explain who the following key players are in Revelation 12-14. 

XV. The Heavenly Woman (Rev. 12:1-2,5) 

a) There are two women in the book of Revelation. First, there is the new city Jerusalem, described as 
a bride made ready for her husband (Rev. 21:2). Second, there is the harlot Babylon—the end-time 
headquarters of a one-world religion, economy, and government—who reigns over the kings of the 
earth and prepares the way for the antichrist to reign for 42 months. 

b) Given the prominent role of these two women in the book of Revelation, the woman in Revelation 
12 is likely related to the new Jerusalem—the heavenly city comprised of those who have made 
themselves ready. This heavenly city is built with living stones of men and women, who have been 
fit together to become the dwelling place of God for all eternity. Therefore, it's impossible to 
separate the new Jerusalem from the bride made ready. The individuals who have overcome and 
have made themselves ready for Jesus Christ are the same people who comprise the new city 
Jerusalem. 

c) Paul said, “The Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother” (Gal. 4:26). This further confirms the 
heavenly woman is related to the new city Jerusalem. 

d) Back to interpreting Revelation 12, notice the heavenly woman is clothed with the sun, speaking of 
her glory; the moon is under feet, speaking of her authority; and she is wearing a crown of 12 stars, 
speaking of her victory (Rev. 12:1).  

e) Analyzing the type of crown she’s wearing, we can better identify who the woman is. When John 
writes, “On her head [was] a crown of twelve stars,” the Greek word for crown is stephanos (Rev. 12:1, 
emphasis mine). In the first century, stephanos referred to a victor’s crown, given to champions in 
an ancient Roman contest. This word was also used to indicate “a mark of royal or exalted rank,” 
which was gained by winning in a contest or struggle.  

f) The heavenly woman wearing a crown indicates her exalted and royal rank—a position she won by 
overcoming in a contest or struggle. This in mind, the heavenly woman likely refers to the millions 
of justified believers throughout history—presently in heaven—who have overcome and made 
themselves ready as a bride for Jesus Christ.  

g) Even though this heavenly woman is ready, she is incomplete, for many more people on earth must 
be added to her number before Jesus returns (Heb. 11:40). Only when this happens will the bride 
finally be made ready at the end of the age and Revelation 19:7 be fulfilled. 

h) I like to say the heavenly woman of Revelation 12 is the new city Jerusalem under construction. That 
is, she is the glorious and prepared bride in heaven, revealed 3.5 years before the Lord’s return, 
waiting for the rest of the bride to be made ready and added to her number. 

i) Using the language of Hebrews 11-12, the heavenly woman is the great cloud of witnesses 
throughout history—those who overcame and obtained a testimony by their faith and obedience 
(Heb. 11). The heavenly woman is comprised of those who, during their short lives on earth, were 
seeking the eternal city, whose builder and architect is the Lord (Heb. 11:10,16). This being the case, 
“apart from us”—referring to born-again believers on earth—the heavenly woman cannot “be made 
perfect” (Heb. 11:40). For the heavenly woman to be complete, the church on earth must be made 
ready as a bride and then added to her number. Only then will the bride be made ready at the end 
of the age (Rev. 19:7). 
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XVI. The Dragon (Rev. 12:3-4) 

a) The dragon is easy to identify. This is Satan, the serpent of old. The dragon is the accuser of the 
brethren who accuses God’s people day and night. 

b) Though there’s many points I could make about this passage, the most important for us is knowing 
the devil’s number one goal in spiritual warfare. Namely, it’s to stop the man-child from being born. 
It’s to stop the bride on earth from being made ready. 

c) When a remnant within the church are made ready as a bride and overcome him and his selfish 
nature, it will mean the end of his rule in the second heaven and ultimately in the earth. 

d) This explains why those who are actively making themselves ready for the Lord and are helping to 
make others ready experience so much spiritual warfare. The devil is dead set against the bride on 
earth being made ready for the Bridegroom. 

XVII. The Man-Child (Rev. 12:5) 

e) Just as the identity of the woman was at the center of much debate, the same is true with the man-
child who will rule the nations with a rod of iron. To see why I don’t believe the man-child is Jesus 
Christ, please see Addendum 3 – Why the Man-Child of Revelation 12:5 Is Not Jesus at the end of 
these notes. 

f) Revelation 12:5 states, “And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne” (KJV). 

g) Jesus vowed to give the rod of iron, symbolizing authority over the nations, to those who overcome 
Jezebel (Rev. 2:26-27).  

h) Following sound rules of hermeneutics (the science of interpretation) and conservative principles of 
exegesis (critical explanation or analysis of a text), the man-child likely refers to the overcomers—
those within the church who repented, obeyed, and overcame every issue Jesus listed in Revelation 
2-3. Specifically, they overcame losing their first love, self-preservation, false teachings leading to 
compromise, the works, character, and influence of Jezebel, complacency, apathy, and indifference, 
and lukewarm love. These will be given the rod of iron and they will rule the nations in partnership 
with Jesus Christ during His 1,000-year reign on earth. 

i) Watchman Nee, in his book, The Glorious Church, said, “God always lays hold of a group of 
overcomers to make a dispensational move [to shift us from one age to another age].” Because “the 
church . . . has failed and is still failing today,“ wrote Nee, “. . . . There is only a group of people left to 
do that work for the church and to take up the church’s responsibility. This group is the overcomers. 
What they do is counted as the work of the whole church. If there are those who will be the 
overcomers, God’s purpose is attained and He is satisfied. This is the principle of the man-child. The 
reason we are considering this matter of the man-child is because in God’s eternal purpose He needs 
a group of overcomers.”2 

j) Just as the Holy Spirit impregnated the virgin Mary and formed the Messiah within her womb, the 
Holy Spirit will form Christ within this man-child company of overcomers. The Spirit of God will shape 
and mold a remnant within the church into a corporate son, a mature man, who fully obeys Jesus’ 
words in Revelation 2-3. 

k) The Lord invites all of His people to be part of this man-child company—to be made ready before 
the majority of the church. If we say “yes” to this invitation, allegorically speaking, we will be placed 
into the womb, a place of hiddenness and seclusion. It’s here, in our secret place relationship with 
the Lord, where the indwelling Spirit will form, mold, and shape us into the image of Christ internally, 
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similar (though obviously not the same) to how the Spirit impregnated the virgin Mary and formed 
Christ within her womb. 

l) When Christ is fully formed in these individuals who say “yes,” then the man-child will be born. This 
remnant within the church, who have matured into Christ-like sons before the majority, are the 
forerunners who will trigger key end-time events leading to the second coming of Jesus Christ. They 
will literally be used to shift us from the present Church Age to the Kingdom Age. 

XVIII. The Overcomers (Rev. 12:10-12) 

a) After the heavenly woman gives birth to the man-child, war breaks out in heaven between God’s 
angels and the powers of darkness. After Satan and his angels are defeated, John writes, “Then I 
heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown 
down, he who accuses them before our God day and night” (Rev. 12:10). 

b) Who, exactly, is this loud voice in heaven, celebrating heaven’s victory over Satan? The next verse 
tells us clearly. This group of saints are the overcomers. Notice what John writes one verse later in 
Revelation 12:11: “And they [the loud voice celebrating in heaven] overcame him because of the 
blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even 
when faced with death” (emphasis mine). 

c) The group celebrating in heaven are the overcomers. They are the overcomers throughout history 
(those who comprised the heavenly woman) plus the overcomers 3.5 years before the Lord’s return 
(those who comprised the man-child). This is shown in the diagram below. 

 

d) Here’s a simple way to think about it. When the heavenly woman gives birth to the man-child and 
the man-child is caught up to God and to His throne, those who comprise the man-child become 
part of the heavenly woman. So now the number of people who comprise the heavenly woman—
those who have made themselves ready—is enlarged. These are the overcomers.  

e) Let me give one more example to hopefully make this clear. Let’s say there are 2 million believers 
who comprise the heavenly woman and there are 1 million believers who comprise the man-child. 
After the man-child is born, the heavenly woman would be then made of 3 million believers. 

f) When the heavenly woman is enlarged by those who comprise the man-child, thereby increasing 
the overcomers who have become mature sons of God, this will complete the first-fruits phase of 
the end-time harvest. This is described in Revelation 14:1-5. Specifically, note this statement: “These 
have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb” (Rev. 14:4, emphasis 
mine). 
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g) Along these same lines, Jesus said, “The harvest is the end of the age” (Matt. 13:39). The end-time 
harvest is when God’s people come to full maturity as Christ-like sons of God (Matt. 13:38). This in 
mind, the birth of the man-child will complete the first-fruits phase of the end-time harvest. 

h) The 144,000 in Revelation 14:1-5 are the first-fruits harvest of overcomers—those within the church 
who made themselves ready before the majority. Or put another way, the 144,000 reveals the 
heavenly woman after those who comprised the man-child have been added to her number. For an 
in-depth teaching about this subject, please see my teaching, Who Are the 144,000?, on 
RadicalPursuit.net.3 

i) When the first-fruits harvest of overcomers has been completed—those who have overcome 
throughout history plus those who overcome 3.5 years before the Lord’s return—it will trigger war 
in the heavens. This will result in Satan and his angels cast down to the earth just prior to the start of 
the Great Tribulation—the last 3.5 years of the age. 

j) Connecting Revelation 11:15 with Revelation 12:10, these overcomers will be the catalyst for shifting 
the world from the Church Age to the Kingdom Age, resulting in the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the kingdom of God coming to the earth in fullness. 

k) These overcomers will also be a trigger who helps make the rest of the church ready—the majority 
of God’s people—through the fires of the Great Tribulation during the last 3.5 years of this age (Dan. 
12:10; Rev. 12:6; and Rev. 12:13-17). 

l) Thus, the birth of the man-child completes the first-fruits harvest and triggers the final and ultimate 
harvest, when the greatest number of God’s people in history are made ready (Rev. 14:14-20). 

XIX. The Earthly Woman in the Wilderness (Rev. 12:6, 13-16) 

a) With the first-fruits harvest completed, we now come to the final ingathering, where the greatest 
number of born-again believers are made ready as the bride in history.  

b) Daniel 12:10 describes this time period like this: “Many will be purged, purified and refined, but the 
wicked will act wickedly; and none of the wicked will understand, but those who have insight will 
understand.” 

c) During the Great Tribulation, the last 3.5 years of the age, many of God’s people will be refined by 
fire. In the words of Daniel 12:10, they will be purged, purified, and refined. The bride will be made 
ready for the Bridegroom through the fires of the Great Tribulation.  

d) This will happen in two ways. First, there will be those marked for preservation. These are symbolized 
by the woman fleeing into the wilderness, where she is protected, nourished, and prepared for the 
Lord for 3.5 years.  

e) After the birth of the man-child, Revelation 12:6 states, “Then the woman fled into the wilderness 
where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two 
hundred and sixty days.” 

f) The Lord will prepare many of His people by protecting them from the wrath of the antichrist and 
preparing them for Himself in the wilderness. 

XX. The Rest of Her Seed (Rev. 12:17) 

a) While the Lord will protect many of His people from the wrath of the antichrist, there will be those 
whom the Lord will prepare through martyrdom. 
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b) In Revelation 6:9-11, we see the martyrs throughout history crying out for God’s justice. They are 
specifically told to “rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their 
brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also” (Rev. 6:11). 

c) Revelation 13:10 adds further insight to this dynamic, stating, “If anyone is destined for captivity, to 
captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the 
perseverance and the faith of the saints.” 

d) During the last 3.5 years of the age, some will be destined for preservation in the wilderness while 
others will be destined for martyrdom. John wrote, “The dragon was enraged with the woman, and 
went off to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold 
to the testimony of Jesus” (Rev. 12:17). 

e) The rest of her children—those destined for martyrdom—will be made ready by laying down their 
lives. They will overcome Satan by being overcome by the antichrist (Rev. 13:7; 15:2). 

XXI. Answering the When of This Prophecy? 

a) The next question we want to ask is when? When will the prophecy of Revelation 12-14 be fulfilled? 

b) These three chapters will be fulfilled during the last 7 years before Jesus Christ returns. Prophecy 
scholars refer to this time-period as Daniel’s Seventh Week. If you are unfamiliar with Daniel’s 70-
Week Prophecy, I encourage you to check out the session named Daniel’s Seventy-Week Prophecy 
in our Understanding the End Times class.4 

c) To help simplify when these three chapters will take place and the order in which these chapters will 
unfold, I created the diagrams below. 
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The heavenly woman pregnant with the man-child (Rev. 12:1-4). 

 

The heavenly woman gives birth to the man-child (Rev. 12:5). 
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The birth of the man-child triggers war in the heavens and the casting down of Satan to earth (Rev. 12:7-12). 

 

When Satan is cast to the earth, it leads to the 42-month reign of the antichrist (Rev. 13). 
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The reign of the antichrist leads to the persecution of some and the preservation of others (Rev. 12:13-17). 

 

After Satan is cast to the earth, the first-fruits harvest is completed (Rev. 14:1-5). 

 

  



Triggering the Second Coming, Part 2                                Sunday, September 12, 2021 
 

 

Restoration Life Church | www.RestorationLife.org    Page 16 
 

After the first-fruits harvest is completed, the final ingathering takes place, when the bride is made fully 
ready (Rev. 14:6-20). 
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Addendum 1 – Why Revelation 12:1-5 Is A Prophecy of the Future 

1. The book of Revelation is about the future—not the past. 

John was told explicitly to write “the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the 
things which will take place after these things” (Rev. 1:19). Most scholars believe the “things which you 
have seen” refer to John’s initial revelation of Jesus in Revelation 1; “the things which are” to the 
condition of the seven churches in Revelation 2-3; and “the things which will take place after these 
things” to the events recorded in Revelation 6-22.  

Based upon this premise, nowhere in the book of Revelation was John commissioned to record a 
historical event. Yes, there are several allusions to the past in the various prophecies scattered 
throughout the book (Rev. 2:14, 2:20, 12:9, 17:9-11), but Revelation 12:1-5 would be the only time in this 
prophecy where a historical event is recorded in detail and written as if a prophecy. Therefore, it seems 
uncharacteristic of the book of Revelation to devote five verses to events that had already taken place 
over ninety years before John wrote this book.  

2. The woman flees into the wilderness immediately after the man-child is born. 

Revelation 12:6 states, “Then the woman fled into the wilderness,” where she will be protected and 
“nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.” The most logical way to read this is not to 
place a two-thousand-year gap between the birth of the man-child and the woman being protected in 
the wilderness at the end of the age.  

Defenders of the “woman as Israel and the man-child as Jesus” position typically counter this two-
thousand-year-gap argument by referencing several Old Testament prophecies, which in the very same 
breath, predict the first and second coming of Jesus (Isa. 9:6-7; Isa. 11:1-4; Zech. 9:9-10). As they point 
out, the natural reading of these Old Testament prophecies seems to indicate these events were going 
to take place at the same time. But in hindsight, we know there is at least a two-thousand-year gap 
between the first and second coming of Jesus. Though this is true, because these prophets all 
prophesied hundreds of years before the birth of Christ, Jesus’ first and second comings were both 
future events to them.  

In John’s case, however, he is supposedly looking back at events which took place over ninety years 
before his prophecy and he is connecting it to an event at least two-thousand years into the future. I 
can’t think of another example in the Bible where such a prophetic declaration was made.  

Because this is inconsistent with the precedent set by the Old Testament prophets, there is good reason 
to reject the interpretation as a historical description of the birth and ascension of Jesus.  

3. The context clues indicate this prophecy occurs just prior to the Great Tribulation rather than 5 or 4 BC. 
 
Perhaps the most convincing proof these verses are prophetic rather than historical is found in 
Revelation 12:3. When John sees the dragon, he has “seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were 
seven diadems” (Rev. 12:3).  
 
Most scholars don’t pay much attention to this statement, but it is a vitally important clue giving us 
insight into the timing of this event. Notice carefully on the dragon’s heads are seven diadems—
signifying royal authority. This means each of the heads, which are interpreted later as seven satanic 
kingdoms, have either ruled or are presently ruling when the woman gives birth to the man-child (Rev. 
17:9-11).  
 
Most prophecy experts agree the six satanic kingdoms are: 1) Egypt; 2) Assyria; 3) Babylon; 4) Media-
Persia; 5) Greece; and 6) Rome. Though there is disagreement about the seventh kingdom, for the 
purpose of this discussion, it doesn't really matter. The point is the dragon’s seven heads are all crowned, 
meaning Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, and Rome have all had dominion over the 
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nations in the past and the seventh kingdom either has had dominion or presently has dominion when 
the woman gives birth to the man-child.  
 
If the woman represents Israel and the man-child represents Jesus, then this event would have taken 
place during the rule of the Roman Empire and only six of the dragon's heads would have been crowned 
rather than all seven.  
 
If this sounds like I’m stretching Scripture to prove my point, consider what John sees in the very next 
chapter, where the ten horns are crowned because these ten kings have received power to rule 
alongside the antichrist for the last 3.5 years of the age (Rev. 13:1; 17:12). The placement of diadems on 
the demonic heads and horns do not occur by happenstance in the book of Revelation, but happen 
strategically and are loaded with meaning and significance. 
 
My point is the placement of these diadems help us see the timing of prophetic events in the book of 
Revelation. Therefore, given this insightful clue, it is unlikely Revelation 12:1-5 is describing a historical 
event. Rather, it’s prophesying a future event. 

Addendum 2 – Why the Heavenly Woman Is Not Israel 

Because most conservative scholars interpret Revelation 12:1-5 as a historical event, they interpret the 
heavenly woman as Israel. The primary text to support this view is Genesis 37:9-10, where Joseph's dream 
of the sun, the moon, and the stars represent Jacob, Rachael, and the twelve patriarchs of Israel. 

Although this is the most popular opinion in the church today, there are several weaknesses to this 
interpretation.  

As discussed in Addendum 1, Revelation 12:1-5 is a prophecy and not a retelling of history. That weakens 
the chances of the heavenly woman being natural Israel. 

Furthermore, the woman in Revelation 12:1-5 is in heaven; she is not on the earth, making it even more 
unlikely the heavenly woman represents the nation of Israel located on the earth in the Middle East. 

Finally, the heavenly woman is clothed with the sun, indicating she is glorious. When Jesus was born and 
ascended to the throne 33 years later, Israel was far from glorious. The nation, for the most part, rejected 
Jesus as the Messiah and was severely judged by the Lord in 70 A.D. 

Because of these three objections, the heavenly woman does not represent the nation of Israel. 

Addendum 3 – Why the Man-Child of Revelation 12:5 Is Not Jesus 

Just as the identity of the woman was at the center of much debate, the same is true with the man-child 
who will rule the nations with a rod of iron.  

Many conservative scholars view the man-child as Jesus Christ. But I don’t think this is the correct 
interpretation. Let me explain why. 

Once again, because most scholars interpret Revelation 12:1-5 as a historical event, they interpret the man-
child who will rule the nations as Jesus. At face value, it is easy to see why many believe this, for Jesus Christ 
will certainly “rule all the nations with a rod of iron” when He returns (Rev. 12:5). Nevertheless, in addition to 
what has already been stated about Revelation 12:1-5 being a prophecy rather than a description of history, 
there is another consideration that makes this interpretation untenable.  

After the woman gave birth to the man-child who will rule all the nations, John said “her child was caught 
up to God and to His throne” (Rev. 12:5). If this is Jesus, as many suppose, then this scene would be 
describing His ascension when He was 33. With this in mind, notice carefully the Greek word used for child 
in this verse is teknon.  
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If you study teknon in the Greek, this word was typically used to describe a child or an offspring whereas 
huios, though sometimes used to describe a child, was most frequently used to distinguish the honor, 
respect, worthiness, and moral qualities of a mature son from an immature child. Doing a quick word study, 
the Greek word huios is used to refer to Jesus over 240 times in the New Testament whereas the word teknon 
is only used once—when Jesus was twelve years old (Luke 2:48).  

Given the overwhelming evidence Jesus was never described as a teknon after the age of twelve—and the 
age of thirteen was typically when boys began to mature and become accountable for their actions—then 
using teknon to describe Jesus at the age of 33, when He ascended to the throne, seems very out of place.  

That is why, in addition to the overwhelming evidence for a prophetic interpretation rather than a historic 
one, it’s unlikely Jesus Christ is the son in Revelation 12:5 who will rule the nations with a rod of iron. 

 

 

 

 
1 See https://issacharpropheticcity.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/the-glorious-church.pdf, referenced on 9/1/2021. 
2 Emphasis mine. See pages 87 and 154. 
3 https://radicalpursuit.net/teachings/who-are-the-144000/ 
4 https://radicalpursuit.net/sessions/6-daniels-seventy-week-prophecy/ 
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