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I. Continuing to Examine the Bride in Revelation 
 

1. In this session, we will continue our look at the book of Revelation to explore 
what the book reveals about the bride.  

 
a. As you will recall, the last session was devoted to some general issues related to the bride as an 

overcomer and to a discussion of the bride in Revelation 2-3. In this session, we will continue to look 
at pertinent passages in the book of Revelation related to the bride. Specifically, we will delve into 
Revelation 12-14 and 19:7-9. 
 

b. The idea of the overcomer is of critical importance to our discussion in the last session, this one, and 
the next as well. As you will recall, there are several different views about the meaning of 
overcoming. To refresh your memory, we hold to the Eternal Rewards View of the overcomer. 
Quoting from the last session, the following explains this view as it relates to Revelation 2-3, 

 
The Eternal Rewards View is the view to which we hold and it rightly teaches that every 
believer must overcome the specific issues that Jesus highlighted in His messages to the 
seven churches of Revelation if they want to receive the specific eternal rewards listed in 
Revelation 2-3. This view teaches that believers are not automatically overcomers because 
of their faith in Jesus Christ and that they have not fully overcome by their lifelong 
perseverance in their faith unless they have also overcome the issues highlighted in 
Revelation 2-3. Instead, it teaches that the believer is called to overcome or conquer the 
specific issues raised in Jesus’ seven messages and, by so doing, they receive the specific 
promises highlighted for those who overcome.  

 
c. Another important point of review before moving on is to state once again our position on the 

bride. We believe that whereas every born again believer is betrothed as a bride for Christ at the 
moment of being born again, it is the bride who makes herself ready who will become the eternal 
wife of Christ. Stated differently, becoming the eternal wife of Christ is a reward granted at the 
judgment seat of Christ to the believer who has made himself or herself ready as a wife for Christ. 
This is a very important point and is so little understood by the majority of the church. Because the 
issue is of such importance, we are devoting several sessions to a discussion of the major scriptural 
passages on the bride and to demonstrate why we believe this view. As we said earlier, it is very 
important that forerunners not only hold to this view but that they also are able to support why 
they hold this view. So, as one called as a forerunner, please take the time to study these passages, 
understand what they teach, and, in addition, form your own convictions as to the question we are 
considering in this session: “Is every believer the eternal wife of Christ?”. 
 

d. As we stated earlier, in this session we will look at Revelation 12-14 and Revelation 19:7-9. Before 
getting into the details of these passages, it will be helpful to begin with an overview of the flow of 
the book of Revelation. This will allow us to build upon the teachings from the last session for our 
study of the bride in these two passages. 
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2. Understanding the flow of the book of Revelation is important to discern what 
the book teaches about the need for the bride to make herself ready. 

 
a. Both Revelation 12-14 and 19:7-9 suggest that the bride must make herself ready; moreover, the 

book indicates that at the end of the church age, the bride will have accomplished the objective of 
making herself ready. Phrases like “they overcame”; “His bride has made herself ready”; “clothed in 
fine linen, bright and clean”; and “righteous acts of the saints” appear in these passages to support 
this premise.  
 

b. With these two passages and others suggesting the bride must make herself ready, it is important to 
our study that we connect Revelation 2-3 to the rest of the book. This will be very helpful as we 
attempt to interpret the passages we will look at in this session and the next. With that objective in 
mind, let’s briefly survey the book to see how Revelation 2-3 fits in.  
 

c. The book of Revelation begins with Jesus explaining that He will return at some future point (Rev. 
1:7) and that He is the glorified Son of God who is greater and more powerful than any person or 
issue that might arise to oppose Him and His coming (Rev. 1:5; 1:13-18). In revealing Himself in this 
way, He states that He is the alpha and omega, the almighty God (Rev. 1:8)—in other words, in 
Chapter 1, Jesus establishes the truth that He is above and sovereign over the events that will occur 
in the end times and in the midst of it all He will return in power and glory. 
 

d. The book then moves to Jesus’ messages to the 7 churches (Rev. 2-3). These 7 messages are not just 
added as an afterthought that have no real connection or application to the remainder of the book. 
An illustration will be helpful to explain. When I first studied the book of Revelation as an evangelical 
believer, I viewed the book to be about all of the bad things that were going to take place before 
Christ returns. I had no mindset for the need to be prepared for what is coming or to get ready for 
Christ. Because of my view, I thought Revelation 2-3 were important chapters, but I did not relate to 
them as they are intended—as the way we prepare for the end times and eternity. Although I 
thought of the 7 messages as important, I did not connect them to the rest of the book.  
 

e. In contrast to what I thought, these messages are very closely connected to the other parts of the 
book. Rather than the way I believed, these 7 messages explain to believers throughout the church 
age and especially as we approach the second coming of Christ how believers must live so as to be 
prepared for what is described in chapters 6-18 and what they must do to make themselves ready as 
a bride for Christ (Rev. 12-14; 19:7-9).   
 

f. Following Jesus’ exhortations to the church, chapters 4-5 gives us a great glimpse of heaven. These 
chapters speak again of Christ, revealing Christ as the center of all things and preeminent in all of 
heaven, and expressing His sovereignty and authority over the events that are recorded in the 
remaining chapters.  
 

g. Moving on, chapters 6-18 record the clash of  kingdoms that will arise in the end times, the evil that 
will arise before Christ returns, the judgments that will precede His coming, and the ultimate 
triumph of Christ. Of note, interspersed throughout these chapters are passages that speak of the 
church overcoming and being made ready for Christ.  
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h. The book concludes with chapters 19-22 which speak of the second coming, the millennial reign of 
Christ on the earth, and the eternal ages that will follow. Chapters 19-22 also explains the horror of 
what awaits those who have opposed Christ and perpetuated evil in the world, and the marvelous 
blessings that await the believer who has persevered and made themselves ready. Therefore, these 
chapters provide great hope and promise to those who overcome as described primarily in 
Revelation 2-3.  
 

i. I have stated all of this with one objective and that is to state that Revelation chapters 2-3 become a 
key focal point in the book in the context of the bride making herself ready and, moreover, a key to 
answering the question of is every believer the eternal wife of Christ. The reason Revelation 2-3 are 
so important is that these chapters give us great insight—directly from Jesus Himself--into what is 
required to be an overcomer; how to interpret Revelation 12-14 and 19:7-9; and how the bride is 
made ready. 
 

j. With that foundation, let’s now examine two passages in the book, starting with Revelation 12-14.  
 

II. Revelation 12-14  
 

1. Revelation 12 speaks of the birth of the manchild and the consequences of this 
birth. 

 
a. Revelation 12:1-5 depicts the birth of the manchild at the mid-point of the tribulation period, 
 

A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her 
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; and she was with child; and she cried out, 
being in labor and in pain to give birth. Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a 
great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. 
And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the 
dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he 
might devour her child. And she gave birth to a son, a male child [manchild in KJV, italics 
mine], who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God 
and to His throne (Rev. 12:1-5). 

 
b. Revelation 12 also illustrates the casting of the dragon to earth leading to Revelation 13 in which the 

beast arises. Revelation 14 then shows the manchild as being purchased from the earth as a first 
fruits harvest unto God.  
 

c. Our view on the manchild is that it is a company of followers of Christ who have been made ready at 
the mid-point of the tribulation period as a bride for Christ and as a mature corporate son for the 
Father [the same people]. This is a key component of God’s eternal purpose. If you will recall, the 
purpose of the church age is to prepare a people for God—a corporate bride for Christ and a mature 
son for the Father. When this objective is accomplished, then the Lord will conclude the church age 
and move to the kingdom age. Revelation 12-14 reveals the accomplishment of this objective in that 
once the manchild arises in fulness then the last three and one-half years of the church age will 
commence. We discuss the manchild as the bride made ready for Christ and as a mature son for the 
Father in our Lifeschool class, The Overcomers, Session 12. You can access it at 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/thectp/lifeschool/Notes/Overcomers/Overcomers_12.pdf. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/thectp/lifeschool/Notes/Overcomers/Overcomers_12.pdf
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d. Session 3 of our Forerunner School class, An Eternal Purpose House of Prayer, states the following 

about the manchild of Revelation 12, 
 

The ultimate goal of the church age is to prepare a mature corporate man as a mature son 
for the heavenly Father and a prepared bride for the eternal Son. Revelation 12 records the 
birth of the mature corporate man (also referred to as the manchild) who will have been 
made ready as a full representative of Christ in the earth…The manchild is the mature 
corporate man who will be a prepared bride for Christ and a mature corporate son for the 
Father. The scriptures teach that when the manchild is made ready, the great tribulation will 
begin. Thus, Revelation 12 foretells of an event which will initiate a shift from the church age 
to the millennial reign of Christ. This is the event which initiates the casting of the dragon to 
earth, the rise of the antichrist, and the beginning of the last three and one-half years of the 
church age. The manchild will be the first fruits of the corporate man made ready. The 
scriptures also teach that three and one-half years later, the bride will have been fully made 
ready, “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come and His bride has made herself ready” (Rev. 19:7). 

 
e. To be clear, our position is that the manchild is the first fruits of a people made ready for Christ who 

is both a mature son for the heavenly Father and a prepared bride for Christ [same people]. Even 
though there is much that could be said about the manchild, for our purposes we will limit our 
discussion to the questions of the manchild as a company of overcomers. Let’s begin.  

 

2. Revelation 12:11 explains that those who have overcome are those who 
comprise the bridal manchild company. 

 
a. Revelation 12:11 reads, “And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of 

the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death.” Before going into an 
explanation of the meaning of this verse, let’s make sure we understand the context in which this 
verse is stated. 
 

b. Interpreting this chapter, the woman, which includes the church on the earth, gives birth to the 
manchild which we know to be the bride made ready. The birth of the manchild initiates a war 
between Michael and his angels and the dragon that results in the dragon being cast out of heaven 
onto the earth. This event begins the last three and one-half years of the tribulation period. As you 
examine Revelation 12 with the view that the manchild is the mature corporate man, you will note 
that the event that triggers the casting of the dragon to earth is the manchild overcoming the 
dragon and his deception. 
 

c. In this context, Revelation 12:11 is a very important verse as it describes what initiates the manchild 
being caught up to heaven and the dragon being cast to earth. Specifically, it explains how the 
manchild was made ready. We note from Revelation 12:11 that the manchild—which is as we said a 
bride for Christ---was made ready by overcoming the enemy through the blood of Christ, the bride’s 
testimony, and by placing Christ above her own life even unto death if necessary.  
 

d. Let’s look a little deeper at Revelation 12:11, beginning with the word “they”. Most commentators 
explain the manchild to be Christ at His birth about 2,000 years ago. Because they believe the birth 
of the manchild refers to an event that took place centuries ago, most commentators would say that 
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“they” does not refer to the manchild but to all believers who by the end of the church age would 
have overcome the dragon and his trickery. However, because the manchild does not refer to Christ 
but the first fruits of the bride made ready, the word “they” in this verse refers to those who 
comprise the manchild company—or in other words, the bride made ready. 
 

e. Let’s next look at the word “overcame”. If you will notice, the phrase “they overcame” is in the past 
tense. According to Robert Thomas in his commentary on Revelation, a proper translation of the 
Greek is “they themselves overcame him”.i Many commentators interpret this phrase as a proleptic 
statement which anticipates or foreshadows what will certainly happen in the future to those to 
which the statement refers. Like we stated previously, the reason is that most commentators view 
the manchild as Christ at His birth. The confusion is clarified when the manchild correctly refers to 
the first fruits bride who has made herself ready by the mid-point of the tribulation period. With this 
interpretation, “they overcame” refers to the manchild (the bride) who has overcome and as such 
made herself ready at the mid-point of the tribulation period. 
 

f. Next, let’s look at the word “him” in this phrase. It refers to the dragon, his opposition, persecution, 
and his deceptive and seductive influences upon believers. The dragon influences the three realms 
the scriptures speak of: the world, the flesh, and the devil. The first fruits bride has overcome by 
conquering the enemy in her life in all three realms.  

 

3. Revelation 12:11 also tells us how the bride/sons overcame. 
 
a. This verse assigns three attributes to describe how he manchild overcame: the blood of the Lamb, 

the word of their testimony, and the fact that they did not love their life even unto death. The first is 
that they overcame by the blood of the Lamb. The book of Colossians makes it clear that when 
Christ died on the cross, He defeated the enemy and all of his demons. The passage reads this way, 
“…and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. When He had disarmed the rulers 
and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him” (Col. 
2:14-15). Through the cross, Jesus disarmed every work of the enemy so that believers can 
overcome as they appropriate Christ’s victory over every obstacle. In other words, the blood of Jesus 
shed at the cross makes His grace—that is, His divine power—available to every believer so that 
they can overcome every issue they might face in order to be made ready.  
 

b. The overcomers not only overcame by the blood of Christ but also by the word of their testimony. 
Believers are invited to overcome in Revelation 2-3. In Revelation 2-3, Jesus called the global church 
to overcome in a variety of ways—issues like making Jesus one’s first love, overcoming Jezebel, 
overcoming lukewarmness, remaining alert, removing all compromise, and being faithful to the end. 
In Revelation 12:11, those who comprise the bridal manchild company did in fact overcome the 
issues Jesus highlighted in Revelation 2-3. In other words, they had a testimony supporting the fact 
that they had overcome. Quoting Thomas again, he wrote that the Greek for “the word of their 
testimony” yields to the sense of “the word of God to which they have borne testimony.”ii In other 
words, they responded positively to Jesus’ invitations to the 7 churches in chapters 2-3 and had a 
testimony that they in fact overcame those issues. 
 

c. The third statement about the overcomers is that they did not love their life even unto death. The 
Greek word for life in this verse is psuche. The word refers to both earthly life and soul or self life. 
Again quoting Thomas, he wrote, “They will consent even to die, possibly a violent death, rather 
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than relinquish their profession and fidelity to Christ.”iii These saints had made decision after 
decision to lay down their sin and self life for Christ, even to the point of even being willing to die for 
Christ if necessary. By doing so, they had overcome the issues highlighted by Christ in his messages 
to the 7 churches. 

 

4. Summarizing, Revelation 12 supports the premise that the bride made ready is 
the one who overcomes. 

 
a. Based on the above analysis, Revelation 12 supports the idea that the eternal wife of Christ is 

comprised of those who accept Christ’s invitations, challenges, and exhortations as described in 
Revelation 2-3 and conquers or overcomes them so as to become the bride made ready.  

 
b. Next, let’s examine Revelation 19:7-9. 
 

III. Revelation 19:7-9 
 

1. Revelation 19:7-9 is another extremely important passage to our study as it 
refers directly to the bride being made ready, and its fulfillment concludes 
the church age and initiates Christ’s second coming. 

 
a. Revelation 19:7-9 is one of the most important scriptures in the bible about the bride making 

herself ready. The passage reads, 
 

Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and 
His bride has made herself ready. It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; 
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those 
who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words 
of God" (Rev. 19:7-9). 

 
b. Let’s take a thorough look at the meaning of this passage. To do this, we will drill into several key 

phrases in the passage. 
 

2. Let’s begin by analyzing the phrase “the marriage of the Lamb has come”. 
 
a. This passage marks the transition from the church age to the kingdom age. Its placement tells us 

that this passage in essence ends the church age. The bride has made herself ready and two verses 
later the heavens open and Christ returns.  If you will recall from Session 2, in a typical Jewish 
wedding during New Testament times, there were two marriage ceremonies—the betrothal 
ceremony and the actual marriage ceremony which included the marriage feast.  
 

b. To determine which of the two ceremonies referred to here, we will look at the Greek word for 
marriage. The Greek word used here for marriage is gamos.  Thayer’s Geek Lexicon states about 
gamos that it comes from the root, gam, to bind, unite, and it refers to a wedding or marriage 
festival, and in this specific reference the word represents the intimate and everlasting union of 
Christ with His bride.iv Therefore, the word here refers to the second of the two marriage 
ceremonies—the actual marriage ceremony. Also of note is that in Jewish tradition, it is the second 
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ceremony which includes the marriage feast.  Thus, we see that this passage refers to the 
consummation of the marriage between Christ and His bride which will occur at the end of the 
church age immediately preceding Christ’s return. 
 

3. Let’s next look at the phrase “His bride” in the context of “His bride has made 
herself ready”. 

 
a. There are two Greek words for bride/wife. The word used here is gune. To explain this phrase and 

the use of gune here, I will draw from my book A Worthy Bride.  
 

The Greek word commonly used for a betrothed bride is numphe (noom-fay'). Numphe is used to 
describe a bride or a young wife and is probably connected with the Latin nubo, which means “to 
veil.” since the bride was often led veiled from her home to meet her bridegroom.  Thayer’s Greek 
Lexicon defines this word as “a betrothed bride or a young wife.”  John uses this word to describe 
the bride in John 3:29 when he writes, “He who has the bride is the bridegroom.”  
 
The Greek word translated as “bride” in Revelation 19:7 is not numphe; it is the word gune (goo-
nay'). This word is used for a woman of any age, married or unmarried. Moreover, it is normally 
used to denote a woman who lives in a consummated marriage relationship with her husband (1 
Cor. 7:3-4; 1 Tim. 3:11).  Whereas numphe is used in some instances to indicate a woman in a 
consummated relationship, gune is never used in the New Testament to refer to a betrothed 
woman who has not consummated the marriage bond. For example, when the Angel of the Lord 
appears to Joseph in a dream, he tells him, “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife (gune)” 
(Matt. 1:20). That is, he tells Joseph not to be afraid to consummate the marriage with Mary, his 
betrothed bride (even though there were no sexual relations until after Jesus was born). Notice 
that the Greek word used for wife is gune—the word that is never used for a betrothed bride who 
had not consummated the marriage relationship. Also, keep in mind that Joseph was already 
betrothed to Mary. Therefore, from this example, we see that gune, not numphe, was the Greek 
word chosen to refer to a betrothed bride who will consummate the marriage relationship and live 
as the life partner of her husband. That is why, when translating Revelation 19:7, several 
translations use wife rather than bride to describe the one who has made herself ready; others 
add a footnote to make the distinction. Realizing that this has been a little technical, let me 
summarize. When we accept Jesus as Savior and are born again, we are immediately betrothed to 
Him as His bride, his numphe. However, the ones who will be the eternal wife, the gune, of the 
Lamb—the ones who will consummate the marriage with Jesus at His second coming and rule the 
nations with Him—are the ones who have made themselves ready.v 

 
b. Therefore, in Revelation 19:7, “bride” refers to the one who at Christ’s second coming would 

become His eternal wife. 
 

4. Next, we will look at the phrase “has made herself ready”. 
 
a. Knowing that “bride” in this passage refers to a wife living in a consummated relationship with her 

husband, by the end of the church age, the one who will become the eternal wife of the Lamb has 
made herself ready to be Christ’s eternal partner. This is an important phrase in understanding 
bridal theology and in answering our question of “Is every believer the wife of Christ?” Let’s first 
address the word “ready”. We will discuss it in a general way here since our analysis of the 
remainder of the passage will  tell us a lot more about what is meant specifically about being ready.  
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b. During the last week of His earthly ministry, Jesus spoke much about His second coming. A 
consistent theme in His teaching was to call His followers to get ready for His second coming. The 
following are two examples, 

 
For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not 
think He will (Matt 24:44). 
 
And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut.  Later the other virgins also 
came, saying, “Lord, lord, open up for us.” But he answered, “Truly I say to you, I do not know 
you.” Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour (Matt. 25:10-13). 

 

c. Before summarizing the meaning of this phrase, let’s mention the word “herself”. Here, the Greek is 
a reflexive pronoun in the 3rd person singular.vi Thayer’s Greek Lexicon states that when this word 
appears in the 3rd person singular, it denotes that the agent and the person acted on are the same.vii 
In other words, the way this word appears, it means that there is something for her to do herself  in 
order to get ready. 
 

d. We see this idea of the one who will be the wife of the Lamb doing something to get herself ready 
conveyed in some of the more paraphrased bible translations. For example, 

 
e. New Living Translation 

Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come for the wedding feast 
of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. 

 
f. Amplified Bible 

Let us rejoice and shout for joy! Let us give Him glory and honor, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come [at last] and His bride (the redeemed) has prepared herself. 

 
g. Good News Translation 

Let us rejoice and be glad; let us praise his greatness! For the time has come for the wedding of the 
Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself for it. 

 
h. After stating all of the above, let’s summarize our interpretation of the above phrase. The betrothed 

bride has been called to make herself ready as a bride for Christ. Included in this call is a clear 
exhortation that the betrothed bride has a personal responsibility in making herself ready. With this 
as the betrothed bride’s invitation, the believer who will become the eternal wife of Christ has 
heeded the call, has put effort into getting ready, has cooperated with God’s sufficient grace, and 
has succeeded by making herself ready. 

 

5. Continuing to delve into Revelation 19:7-9, we next analyze the phrase “and it 
was given to her”. 

 
a. When one reads this phrase as translated here, it suggests that the bride was given an assignment 

to clothe herself in fine linen. However, other translations and the meaning of the word translated 
“given” leads to a different meaning. George Eldon Ladd summarizes the meaning of this phrase. He 
writes, “While the bride must make herself ready for the marriage, her glorious raiment is not 
something she can acquire for herself; it must be granted her, i.e., given to her as a divine gift.”viii  

https://biblehub.com/nlt/revelation/19.htm
https://biblehub.com/amp/revelation/19.htm
https://biblehub.com/gnt/revelation/19.htm
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b. Thayer's Greek Lexicon includes this definition of the Greek word used here: to give one according 

to his works, to render to one the reward of his deedsix, leading to a common way Revelation 19:8 is 
translated, “And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen 
is the righteous acts of the saints” (Rev. 19:8, NKJV). 
 

c. Summarizing this phrase, at this point in the book of Revelation the time for the marriage of Christ 
to His bride has come and the betrothed bride has made herself ready in full. As a result, she is to be 
given eternal bridal garments of fine linen. She can’t put them on herself, only God can do that. 
However, her preparation during her life and corporately during the church age has positioned her 
to be granted bridal garments. She has successfully made her wedding dress. 

 

6. We next examine the phrase “fine linen, bright and clean. 
 
a. The next phrase, “fine linen, bright and clean”, tells us that the prepared bride at the end of the age 

is clothed in bright, clean, finely crafted linen. To understand the meaning of the phrase, let’s begin 
by looking into the clothing the Old Testament priests were to wear, 

 
You shall weave the tunic of checkered work of fine linen, and shall make a turban of fine linen, 
and you shall make a sash, the work of a weaver. For Aaron's sons you shall make tunics; you shall 
also make sashes for them, and you shall make caps for them, for glory and for beauty. You shall 
put them on Aaron your brother and on his sons with him; and you shall anoint them and ordain 
them and consecrate them, that they may serve Me as priests. You shall make for them linen 
breeches to cover their bare flesh; they shall reach from the loins even to the thighs. They shall be 
on Aaron and on his sons when they enter the tent of meeting, or when they approach the altar to 
minister in the holy place, so that they do not incur guilt and die. It shall be a statute forever to him 
and to his descendants after him (Ex. 28:39-43). 

 
b. As this passage suggests, Old Testament priests had to be clothed in fine linen in order to enter the 

holy place and to minister to the Lord at the altar of incense. Writing about the Zadok priesthood, 
Ezekiel confirms this idea. The text is a little long, but important enough to present it here, 

 
But the Levites who went far from Me when Israel went astray, who went astray from Me after 
their idols, shall bear the punishment for their iniquity. Yet they shall be ministers in My sanctuary, 
having oversight at the gates of the house and ministering in the house; they shall slaughter the 
burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister to 
them. Because they ministered to them before their idols and became a stumbling block of iniquity 
to the house of Israel, therefore I have sworn against them, declares the Lord God, that they shall 
bear the punishment for their iniquity. And they shall not come near to Me to serve as a priest to 
Me, nor come near to any of My holy things, to the things that are most holy; but they will bear 
their shame and their abominations which they have committed. Yet I will appoint them to keep 
charge of the house, of all its service and of all that shall be done in it. But the Levitical priests, the 
sons of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary when the sons of Israel went astray from Me, 
shall come near to Me to minister to Me; and they shall stand before Me to offer Me the fat and 
the blood, declares the Lord God. They shall enter My sanctuary; they shall come near to My table 
to minister to Me and keep My charge. It shall be that when they enter at the gates of the inner 
court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; and wool shall not be on them while they are 
ministering in the gates of the inner court and in the house. Linen turbans shall be on their heads 
and linen undergarments shall be on their loins; they shall not gird themselves with anything which 
makes them sweat (Ezek. 44:10-18). 
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c. The Expositors Bible Commentary records the following words about this passage. 
 

Various regulations and functions for the Zadokite priests are spelled out in the remainder of ch.44. 
The clothing worn when ministering highlights the holiness of their ministry. Linen is to be worn 
when these priests enter the inner court to serve (vv. 17-18; cf. Ex. 28:42; Lev. 16:4). The linen not 
only depicts purity by its whiteness, but its coolness keeps the priests from perspiring and thereby 
becoming unclean. In addition to the outer linen garment, the priests are to wear linen 
undergarments and a linen turban. Woolen clothes, or those made of material that might tend to 
make the priests hot so that they perspire, are forbidden.  
 
When the priests leave the inner court to go out among the common people, they are required to 
change their clothes (cf. Lev. 16:11) and leave their linen garments in designated sacred rooms 
(Ezek. 42:14). In this way they will not improperly make the people holy with their ministering 
clothes (v. 19).x 

 

d. Before summarizing the meaning of this phrase, let’s look very briefly at bright and clean. The Greek 
word used for “bright” is lampron. The word is used here of white objects that shine in great 
brilliance. Other words used to describe this word are radiant, splendid, magnificent.xi Thomas 
writes this about this Greek word, “The adjective lampron is the color or lack of it that represents 
radiant whiteness as indicative of divine glory.xii 
 

e. The prepared bride’s garments are also characterized as “clean”. Thomas writes this about the 
meaning of the word “clean”. “’Clean’ is the mark of purity such as will characterize the new 
Jerusalem (cf. 21:18). This is the sober dress of a woman of dignity, not the flashy splendor of a 
harlot. The dazzling whiteness of the bride’s garments symbolizes the inward purity of God’s people 
collectively.”xiii 
 

f. Summarizing, the bride made ready will be pure without spot or wrinkle and brilliant in glory. She 
will be clothed in fine linen that clothes her in a way that she might freely enter into the presence of 
Christ so as to minister unto Him. She is the bride who is pure; who shines in great glory; and who 
has been prepared to minister unto the Lord in fullness. 

 

7. Let’s now analyze the phrase “the righteous acts of the saints” so as to discover 
how the bride made herself ready. 

 
a. As the passage states, the bride made ready was clothed with fine linen—and the fine linen was “the 

righteous acts of the saints”. Understanding the meaning of “the righteous acts of the saints” is a key 
to our understanding how the bride made herself ready.  
 

b. “Righteous acts” is really only one word in the Greek, dikaioma. Vine’s Expository Dictionary 
includes this description in their full definition of this word: dikaioma signifies "an act of 
righteousness or a concrete expression of righteousness"xiv 
 

c. John Walvoord in his commentary on Revelation writes the following about this word, 
 

The word for righteousness is the word for righteous deeds and is in the plural. The reference, 
therefore, seems to be not to justification by faith but rather to the righteousness wrought in the 
lives of the saints who comprise the wife of the Lamb.xv  
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d. Robert Thomas adds valuable insight to our understanding of this Greek word. He writes, “Righteous 

acts” are a manifestation of the inner life and are practically equivalent to character…a transformed 
life is the proper response to the call of the heavenly bridegroom.xvi George Eldon Ladd offers an 
excellent summary of this phrase. He writes, “The saints who are summoned to the Lamb’s feast are 
those who have exercised steadfast endurance, who have kept the commandments of God and have 
persevered in their faith in Jesus.”xvii 
 

e. This phrase does not mean doing works of service as much and as hard as one can. It is not the 
mentality that characterizes much of the church that once you are saved, then you are to go out and 
do as many works of service as you can. 
 

f. Instead, this phrase refers first to personal transformation. If you think about the issues that Jesus 
had against the 7 churches, none were related to their need to do more work for Him; rather, they 
were related to developing a deep, abiding relationship with Christ, Christlike character, 
perseverance, and endurance in view of trials, testing, opposition, and persecution.  
 

g. However, the focus upon personal transformation and holding fast to Christ is not the only issue 
highlighted in the meaning of this phrase. “Deeds” or “works of obedience” are also an essential 
part of the righteous acts referred to in this passage. Jesus speaks positively of “deeds” to several of 
the churches (Rev. 2:5; 2:19; 3:8). The Greek word translated “deeds” (“works” in KJV) in the 
messages to the churches suggest works in an ethical sense of human actions.xviii As such, the word 
does not in this context suggest works of service for God. Rather, it implies choices that lead to 
actions of obedience and allegiance to Christ. Therefore, “deeds” refers to choosing to obey God 
regardless of the personal cost of obedience. 
 

h. Another verse of note as we consider the idea of “deeds” is recorded in Revelation 14: “These are 
the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes” (Rev. 14:4) and “And I heard a voice from heaven, 
saying, "Write, 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "so 
that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them" (Rev. 14:13). 
 

i. Summarizing the meaning of the phrase “the righteous acts of the saints”, it is much more than 
being justified at the point of salvation through faith in Christ. Obviously, that is an essential step in 
being clothed in fine linen; however, the righteous acts of the saints are primarily focused on the 
internal transformation of our inner man so as to progressively reflect Christ’s Lordship and to 
become conformed into the image of Christ. In addition, the righteous acts move from inward 
transformation to outward obedience to Christ. Therefore, being clothed with “the righteous acts of 
the saints” points to the outcome of a life that has chosen to be possessed by Christ; to overcome 
negative and sinful influences; and to be steadfast in endurance and to persevere in faith so as to 
obey Christ at any cost.  

 

8. We next examine the phrase “blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb”. 

 
a. As with the rest of this passage, there is much disagreement among commentators as to who are 

those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. Some identify the invitees as the same 
group as the bride and others as a larger group. From the perspective of the eternal rewards view of 
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the overcomer, there is no doubt that there is most definitely a preparation process involved in 
receiving an invitation to the marriage supper. For example, Mt. 25:10 tells us that “those who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding feast”. Also, Jesus’ message to Laodicea speaks of 
overcoming lukewarmness in order for Jesus to dine with them at the marriage supper. Therefore, it 
is clear that it is a real blessing to be among the invited guests to the marriage supper and this 
blessing comes only to those who have prepared themselves by overcoming as indicated in 
Revelation 2-3. 
 

b. Revelation 19:7-9 concludes with the words, “These are true words of God”. The Lord concludes this 
declaration of the bride having made herself ready and the promise of the marriage supper of the 
Lamb with assurance that these words are true. In other words, to those who have chosen to focus 
their lives on making themselves ready as a wife for Christ and to feast in the age to come with 
Christ at His marriage supper, these words ring true as words of great promise and great hope. It is 
worth living for Christ and Him alone because His promises and the rewards He promised in 
Revelation 2-3 are true words that the bride in pursuit of readiness can trust. 

 

9. In concluding our discussion of Revelation 19:7-9, let’s summarize our 
interpretation. 

 
a. If you will remember the explanation from earlier in the session, I explained the flow of the book of 

Revelation indicating that chapters 2-3 are exhortations from Christ Himself to the global church to 
prepare the church to stand strong against opposition and persecution and to make the church 
ready for eternity. For today’s church, Christ’s exhortations are to prepare the church for what is 
coming in the end times so that they can survive the pressures of the end times and to make 
themselves ready as the eternal wife for Christ.  
 

b. In this context, being clothed with fine linen which are the righteous acts of the saints refers to 
heeding and obeying Jesus’ exhortations noted primarily in Revelation 2-3. We should note that 
there are other exhortations to the believer in other parts of the book that also must be heeded. 
Examples of exhortations in other places which are included in the righteous acts of the saints are 
issues like participating in filling the golden bowls of incense (Rev. 8:1-5); coming out of Babylon 
(Rev. 18:4); and following the Lamb wherever He goes (Rev. 14:4).  
 

c. Of course, Jesus’ call to obedience also includes the issues He spoke of while He walked the earth as 
recorded in the four gospels. It also includes the exhortations to obedience in the writings of the 
apostle Paul and the other apostles too. Therefore, summarizing, the eternal wife of the Lamb will 
be comprised of those who have made themselves ready through character transformation unto the 
image of Christ and participated in Holy Spirit led deeds of obedience that flow from a transformed 
life. 
 

d. Finally, answering the question of “Is every believer the eternal wife of Christ?”, our answer once 
again is no; rather, the eternal wife of Christ will be the believer who makes herself ready.  
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