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I. Esther and the Bride Making Herself Ready 
 

1. In this session and the next, we will explore the book of Esther as a type and 
shadow of the preparation and role of the bride.  

 
a. If you will recall, in Session 2 we explored seven steps in an ancient Jewish marriage and then 

applied those same seven steps to our bridal relationship with Christ. To refresh our memories, the 
seven steps are: 1) the arrangement of the marriage, 2) the betrothal and betrothal ceremony, 3) 
the preparation period between the betrothal and the wedding, 4) the wedding processional, 5) the 
wedding ceremony, 6) the wedding feast, and 7) the couple living together as husband and wife. 

 
b. In this session and the next, drawing from the book of Esther, we will drill much deeper into the 

preparation period between the betrothal and the wedding ceremony. This session marks a 
transition in this class as we shift our focus from explaining the different passages which describe 
the bride to a review of some of the steps in the process of making oneself ready as a bride. As such, 
this session highlights important aspects of the bride making herself ready for her Bridegroom King 
whereas the next session focuses on the end-time and eternal role of the prepared bride. 

 
c. You might be wondering why Esther? Esther is one of the most profound books in the Bible. Not 

only does it contain a few verses familiar to us all, it is an amazing story filled with types and 
shadows of the purpose, call, preparation, position, and role of the end-time bride of Christ. Even 
though the words “God” or “Lord” do not appear anywhere in the book, it speaks powerfully of 
Christ. John 5:39 reads, "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal 
life; it is these that testify about Me”.  When Jesus spoke this, there was no New Testament. He was 
saying that the entirety of the Old Testament speaks of Christ--His person, His supremacy and 
preeminence, His eternal plan for the ages, His work, His dominion, His coming. Jesus made it clear 
that the scriptures, including the Old Testament, are the testimony of Jesus.  

 
d. Esther speaks very powerfully and succinctly of Christ and His plan for His bride. In 10 short 

chapters, it presents a clear overview of the call, preparation, position, and role of the bride. Esther 
is a great text to draw from to get a quick overview of a believer’s bridal identity. As a type and 
shadow of New Testament truth, the book very concisely portrays the varied aspects of the bride 
making herself ready and the way God will use the end-time bride in the last days battle with the 
antichrist kingdom. 

 
e. To make sure we are clear on the meaning of types and shadows, a type or shadow is a person, 

thing, or event that symbolizes something else, especially something that is expected to take place 
in the future. In studying Esther as a type and shadow of Christ and His bride, we must be aware 
that some of the characters in the book have deep flaws and thus are not perfect representations of 
who they portray. Even so, the symbolism is rich and well worth our study. 

 
f. A sidenote for forerunners. Among many types and shadows in the scriptures, there are two Old 

Testament books that foretell of the believer’s bridal relationship with Christ in powerful ways—
Esther and Solomon’s Song of Songs. It is very important that those desiring to function as a friend 
of the Bridegroom master these two books. They offer critical revelation about our bridal 
relationship with Christ that is essential in the bride making herself ready.  



Session 9: Esther and Bridal Purpose & Preparation 

2 
 

 
g. As we begin, I highly recommend that before continuing, you read the entire book of Esther. It is 

only ten chapters and will help you as we discuss it in this session and the next.  
 

2. Let’s begin with a brief review of key points in the story of Esther. 
 
a. The book of Esther takes place in 483 B.C., after Persia overthrew Babylon and before many of the 

deported Jews had returned to Israel. The story opens with King Ahasuerus, the king of Persia, giving 
a banquet lasting 180 days—a full six months—for the leaders of the 127 provinces of his kingdom. 
The king quite possibly used this lengthy feast with his leaders to plan an upcoming invasion of 
Greece.  

 
b. At the end of the 180-day banquet, Ahasuerus gave another banquet for all of the people who lived 

in the capital city of Susa. On the seventh and last day of this banquet, Ahasuerus called his bride, 
Queen Vashti, to come before the princes and all the people to display her beauty. She refused and 
the king was enraged. Because of her rebellion, Ahasuerus issued an unbreakable edict that 
prohibited Vashti from ever coming into his presence again, stipulating that her royal position be 
given to another “more worthy than she” (Est. 1:19).  After some time passed and his anger 
subsided, Ahasuerus began searching for a new bride—one more worthy than Vashti. His attendants 
looked throughout the land for beautiful young virgins to bring to Susa so that the next queen might 
be selected from among them.  

 
c. As the king’s law dictated, each of the candidates was required to go through 12 months of 

preparation: six months of myrrh treatments and six months of spices and cosmetics. When the 
preparation was complete, each young girl would be evaluated by the king, and the one who 
pleased him the most would be chosen as his queen. 

 
d. Esther, a Jew, was one of the candidates. Mordecai, her uncle who raised her after her parents died, 

carefully watched over Esther during the preparation process. In the king’s harem, Esther had great 
favor with Hegai, the king’s eunuch, and he gave her the best that the palace had to offer. After 
completing the 12 month preparation process, each young lady including Esther went in for her 
night with the king. Following their time with the king, each young lady was sent to a second harem 
to wait to see if she had pleased the king. She would not appear before the king again unless he took 
pleasure in her and requested her by name. As the storyline goes, Esther pleased the king so much 
that he chose her as his queen. 

 
e. Sometime later, Ahasuerus promoted Haman—who was believed to be from the royal family of the 

Amalekites, Israel’s ancient enemy—to second in command. To honor Haman, the king required that 
everyone in the kingdom bow before Haman and pay homage to him. But Mordecai, an observant 
Jew, would not bow down to him. Thus, Haman detested Mordecai and initiated a plot to kill him—
and all of the Jews. Haman sent a letter to all the provinces authorizing the killing of all the Jews in 
the land. As you would expect, the Jews were terrified and began to cry out for deliverance. 
Mordecai asked Esther to intercede before the king for the Jews’ deliverance. Though she did not 
recognize the threat at first, Esther finally realized what was at stake. If she did not act, her people 
would be annihilated. Perhaps she had “attained royalty for such a time as this” (Est. 4:14). 
Determined to act, yet knowing the consequences of not receiving the king’s favor, Esther uttered 
her now-famous words, “If I perish, I perish” (Est. 4:16). 
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f. After a three-day fast, Esther approached the king to request that he spare the Jews. To her great 

relief, Ahasuerus extended his golden scepter, asked what was troubling Esther, and granted her up 
to half his kingdom. Esther’s intercession ultimately led to deliverance for the Jews and death for 
Haman and his 10 sons. Mordecai was placed over Haman’s house, many of the Persians converted 
to Judaism, and dread of the Jews fell upon the leaders of the kingdom. Filled with joy and gladness, 
the Jews feasted and celebrated their great victory. Because of Esther, the Jews escaped certain 
annihilation and were exalted in the land.  

 

3. Now that we understand the story, let’s highlight some of the important types 
and shadows. 

 
a. The following is a brief description of the six main characters in the book of Esther and what they 

represent. First is King Ahasuerus, who represents Jesus. Though Ahasuerus is far from a perfect 
type of Christ, Ahasuerus is a king who rules a worldwide kingdom, and he initiates a kingdom wide 
search for a worthy bride to be His eternal queen. 

 
b. Vashti means beautiful woman or one who is desired.1  Vashti was so beautiful that King Ahasuerus 

wanted to display her beauty to everyone in his worldwide empire. Vashti was also of royal blood. 
She was a Persian princess by birth, identified by some as the daughter of King Alyattes of Lydia.2  
Vashti held all of the right credentials to be queen; she came from a royal line and was very 
beautiful. Vashti represents those individuals and that part in all of us that is independent, self-
willed, rebellious, and unwilling to submit to authority. 

 
c. Mordecai represents the Holy Spirit. There are several indicators to suggest this. Like the Holy Spirit, 

Mordecai was Esther’s guide and counselor (Est. 2:7, 10, 20; Jn. 14:26). He oversaw her preparation 
to be the wife of the king (Est. 2:11), and he told her to intercede for the Jews’ deliverance (Est. 
4:13-14). Also, Mordecai was Esther’s adopted father (Est. 2:7). The Bible says that we have received 
“a spirit of adoption [the Holy Spirit]...by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Rom. 8:15-16). 

 
d. In opposition to Mordecai, Haman and his 10 sons symbolize the antichrist and his antichristian 

kingdom coming to power in the end times. Several facts about Haman support this. First, Haman is 
an Agagite from the line of the Amalekites. From the beginning, the Amalekites hated Israel and 
pursued them with unrelenting spite (Ex. 17:16; Deut. 25:17-19). Consequently, Israel came close to 
exterminating them on several occasions (1 Sam. 15:8, 30:17; 2 Sam 8:12; 1 Chron. 4:43).  A survivor 
of this family line would instinctively hate Israel and every Jew, just as Haman did. In fact, the Lord 
told Moses that He would war against Amalek from generation to generation (Ex. 17:16). Second, 
Haman planned to destroy Mordecai and all of the Jews in Persia because Mordecai refused to bow 
down and worship him (Est. 3:5-6). Though this plot was established in the first month of the year, it 
was not scheduled to take place until the end of the year (Est. 3:12-13). Likewise, we know that 
Satan’s strategy to destroy mankind—especially the Jews—has been planned from the beginning 
but will not be fully released until the end times. Also, just as Haman had 10 sons, the Antichrist will 
partner with 10 kings to conquer the world and annihilate God’s people—both Jews and Christians 
(Rev. 17:12-14).  

 
e. Hegai, the king’s eunuch responsible for the preparation of the virgins, means venerable. The 

English dictionary defines venerable as one accorded a great deal of respect, especially because of 
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age, wisdom, or character. Hegai symbolizes forerunners whose ministry is to be friend of the 
Bridegroom. He is a picture of the Holy Spirit’s assignment to prepare a worthy bride for Jesus. As 
such, Hegai symbolizes those who operate in the spirit and power of Elijah—whose ministry it is to 
make ready a worthy bride for Jesus (Luke 1:17). Accordingly, Hegai represents those who are called 
as a friend of the Bridegroom like John the Baptist, that is, those whose ministry function is to be a 
voice into the church and world for the purpose of preparing a bride for Christ.  

 
f. And then we have Esther—a beautiful picture of the worthy bride of Christ. Esther is a Persian name 

given to her as she entered the harem whose root “aster” means “a star.” By implication, it was a 
star of good fortune, a star of hope, a star of joy, or a star of superiority.  The fact that she was given 
this name by the Persians indicates how they saw her—as someone special. Furthermore, Jewish 
rabbis believe that Esther means “to hide.” Esther’s original Hebrew name was Hadassah, meaning 
“myrtle.”  The myrtle has dark green, scented leaves, delicate starry white flowers, and dark-colored 
berries. The myrtle was one of the choice plants of the land. Isaiah wrote, “Instead of the thorn shall 
come up the fir-tree; and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle-tree” (Isa 55:13). Thus, the 
myrtle tree is a prophetic picture of God's promised blessings.  Thus, Esther portrays one who is 
hidden in obscurity and arises to prominence and power, much like a beautiful myrtle tree rising 
from the thorns, or as a star rising in the night sky. Esther pictures the believer living in obscurity 
who consents to being made ready, who pleases the king in the secret place, and who is given 
authority to rule and reign with Jesus to destroy the Antichrist and his kingdom. The Holy Spirit 
wants to transform all of us from the proud, rebellious nature of Vashti into people who are humble, 
meek, and selfless like Esther. Esther represents those who willingly submit to the Holy Spirit’s 
preparation process to become a bride worthy to partner with Jesus in the end times and for all 
eternity. 

 
g. In addition to these six main characters, there are other minor characters who add significant 

meaning to this end-time allegory. Of note, the overseers in all the provinces who gather the virgins 
to the capital city symbolize pastors, leaders, and forerunners in the nations who are going to the 
highways and byways to invite people “to the wedding feast” (Matt. 22:9), and Shaashgaz’s harem 
symbolizes a period of testing during which the bride has to wait to see if she is chosen as Christ’s 
bride. 

 
h. One more point will help us interpret the book. As a type and shadow of the bride, the book of 

Esther can be approached from two perspectives. One perspective draws from Chapters 1-2 to 
symbolize the bride making herself ready culminating in Esther’s feast which represents the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. We will drill into this dimension in this session. Another perspective 
draws from the entire book to depict the preparation of the bride and the role of the prepared bride 
in the end times. We will delve into that perspective in the next session. 

 
i. Now that we have laid a foundation for studying the book, we will discuss in this session the purpose 

of a bride made ready and the preparation and selection of the bride. Let’s begin with the purpose 
of a bride made ready.  

 
 
 
 
 



Session 9: Esther and Bridal Purpose & Preparation 

5 
 

II. The Purpose of a Bride Made Ready 
 

1. Before the foundation of the world, it was determined that Christ would have a 
worthy bride for Himself. 

 
a. The book of Esther begins with this passage,  
 

Now it took place in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 
127 provinces, in those days as King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne which was at the citadel in 
Susa, in the third year of his reign he gave a banquet for all his princes and attendants, the army 
officers of Persia and Media, the nobles and the princes of his provinces being in his presence. And 
he displayed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor of his great majesty for many days, 180 
days. (Est. 1:1-4). 

 
b. Reigning from Ethiopia to India, King Ahasuerus’ kingdom at the time was the greatest empire ever 

known.3 Not only was the kingdom extensive, the banquet he gave was extravagant, lasting 6 
months. You note from the text that the banquet took place around the king’s throne. Finally, we 
observe that the banquet did not include the everyday citizens of the kingdom, but only the nobles, 
officers, and princes of the kingdom.  

 
c. As we apply our types and shadows to this passage, this great banquet points to Christ and His 

heavenly host in heaven in eternity past before the foundation of the world and before the creation 
of Adam and Eve. Before Genesis 1, the Godhead of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit feasted in the divine 
pleasure of heaven, enjoyed the unfathomable fellowship of their divine relationship and displayed 
the great majesty of God’s glory to all of the heavenly host.  

 
d. Now another passage from Esther,  
 

Then the king said to the wise men who understood the times — for it was the custom of the king 
so to speak before all who knew law and justice and were close to him: Carshena, Shethar, 
Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media who 
had access to the king's presence and sat in the first place in the …"If it pleases the king, let a royal 
edict be issued by him and let it be written in the laws of Persia and Media so that it cannot be 
repealed, that Vashti may no longer come into the presence of King Ahasuerus, and let the king 
give her royal position to another who is more worthy than she (Est 1:13-19). 

 
e. Even though the events of this passage transpire after Vashti refused to come before the king, it 

illustrates two things—the existence of a council to advise the king and the decision that the king 
would have a worthy bride. This is exactly what took place in heaven before man was ever created.  

 
f. It was determined by an eternal council of the Godhead before the foundation of the world that 

Christ would have a worthy bride who would be without spot or wrinkle and be blameless in every 
way. Explained primarily in Ephesians 1, our Lifeschool class, The Eternal Blueprint, addresses this 
idea in great detail. Just like it was during the days of King Ahasuerus, the Godhead in an eternal 
council issued an eternal decree that cannot and will not be changed or lessened. It has been 
decreed from heaven that Christ will have a worthy bride for the eternal Son of God. 
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2. The prepared bride will be presented to Christ in all her glory at His second 
coming. 

 
a. Another passage from Esther depicts the bride at the end of the age, 
 

When these days were completed, the king gave a banquet lasting seven days for all the people 
who were present at the citadel in Susa, from the greatest to the least, in the court of the garden 
of the king's palace. There were hangings of fine white and violet linen held by cords of fine purple 
linen on silver rings and marble columns, and couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of 
porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and precious stones. Drinks were served in golden vessels of 
various kinds, and the royal wine was plentiful according to the king's bounty. The drinking was 
done according to the law, there was no compulsion, for so the king had given orders to each 
official of his household that he should do according to the desires of each person (Est. 1:5-8). 
 

b. After the completion of the banquet for the kingdom officials, the king gave a second banquet 
lasting seven days for the people of the empire. People in the kingdom were invited to experience 
the riches of the king’s palace and garden and to partake freely from the king’s bounty. However, 
there was no compulsion to attend or to partake of the king’s riches since the king allowed everyone 
to do according to their personal desire. 

 
c. Whereas the six-month banquet illustrates eternity past and the establishment of God’s eternal 

plan, the seven-day banquet symbolizes human history from Adam until the end of the church age 
and even beyond for as Peter wrote, a day to God is like a thousand years to man (2 Peter 3:8). 
Throughout history, God has invited His betrothed bride to the marriage supper of the Lamb 
(pictured by this feast), to fully partake of the divine pleasures of the Man Christ Jesus, and to 
partner with Christ as His intimate bride in the end times and for all of eternity. 

 
d. Of particular note, the last day of the seven-day banquet was different than the first six, 

 
On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, 
Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the 
presence of King Ahasuerus, to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown in order 
to display her beauty to the people and the princes, for she was beautiful (Est. 1:10-11). 

 
e. King Ahasuerus wanted to display the beauty of his glorious bride to all the people, the princes, and 

royal officials. Even though Vashti rebelled against the king’s request, this event depicts the Lord’s 
desire to display His bride’s beauty to all of creation at the end of the church age, throughout the 
kingdom age and, in fact, forever. Even from before the foundation of the world the Lord’s 
unalterable decree has been for a glorious bride to come forth blameless and without spot or 
wrinkle before Christ returns. Before the Lord returns, the Holy Spirit will prepare a glorious bride in 
the earth that He will present to Jesus at His second coming (Eph. 5:27). 

 

3. With the goal of a glorious bride for Christ at the end of the age, the bride must 
be made ready. 

 
a. After Vashti refused to come before the king so that her beauty could be displayed to those 

gathered at the banquet, King Ahasuerus and his advisors determined that Vashti must be replaced 
with one more worthy than she, 
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If it pleases the king, let a royal edict be issued by him and let it be written in the laws of Persia 
and Media so that it cannot be repealed, that Vashti may no longer come into the presence of King 
Ahasuerus, and let the king give her royal position to another who is more worthy than she (Est. 
1:19). 
 

b. King Ahasuerus and his advisory council were determined to have a worthy bride for the king. 
Therefore, a royal edict was issued that could not be repealed that a worthy bride be made ready 
for the king. In a similar fashion, throughout the ages God has and in especially in our day still is 
inviting every person in every nation to be made ready as a worthy bride for Christ. In God’s eternal 
purpose, the Godhead’s great desire is to have a prepared bride for Christ--blameless, without spot 
or wrinkle and to display His glorious bride’s beauty to all of creation so that all will give glory, 
honor, and praise to God. 

 
c. When we are born again, all of us are like Vashti. We are betrothed to Christ as His bride and are 

partakers of a royal bloodline, but we have an independent, self-willed nature that has not been 
broken by the power of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 11:2; 1 Peter 2:9). For those who want to be a worthy 
bride like Esther, we must be willing to change. We must submit to the Holy Spirit’s work in our life, 
and we must overcome the traits of independence and rebellion that plagued Vashti. 

 
d. In the next section, we will summarize the preparation process that is so succinctly presented in the 

book of Esther. We will delve into each aspect of the preparation process from a New Testament 
perspective in later sessions. In the remainder of this session, we will present the seven components 
to being made ready as we continue to draw from the book of Esther. 

 

III. The Preparation of a Bride Made Ready 
 
Please note that we will only be able to touch on these seven categories in this session; however, we will 
address most of them in greater detail in subsequent sessions.  
 

1. First, believers and non-believers alike must be invited into a bridal relationship 
with Christ. 

 
a. We once again look to the book of Esther, “Then the king's attendants, who served him, said, "Let 

beautiful young virgins be sought for the king. Let the king appoint overseers in all the provinces of 
his kingdom that they may gather every beautiful young virgin to the citadel of Susa, to the harem, 
into the custody of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in charge of the women; and let their cosmetics 
be given them” (Est. 2:2-3). 

 

b. After Vashti was removed, a decree was made for a replacement who would be more worthy than 
she. This led to a massive search throughout the entire land for “beautiful young virgins” to be 
brought to the king’s house. As the passage suggests, they were not immediately brought to the 
king; instead, they were brought into the custody of Hegai for the purpose of being made ready as a 
worthy bride for the king. Only those young ladies possessing external beauty were summoned to 
the king’s palace; however, the one who would be selected as queen had to be prepared internally 
and tested. 
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c. There were two aspects to the invitation. The young ladies were invited to the house of the king and 
also were invited to be prepared as a bride for the king. In a similar way, pastors, leaders, and 
individual believers must invite both believers and non-believers in these same two ways. First, non-
believers must be invited to God’s house, that is, into a salvation experience for no person will be 
Christ’s bride without being a true follower of Christ. Second, believers must be invited to pursue 
being made ready as a worthy bride for Christ. It is not sufficient to invite people into a salvation 
relationship with Christ even though that is essential. Individuals must be made aware of the bridal 
relationship with Christ that the Bible consistently speaks of, and they must be exhorted to pursue 
such a relationship with Christ. 

 
d. Forerunners add a crucial dimension to this effort. You will note that the young ladies were brought 

into the care of the eunuch, Hegai—a type of modern-day forerunners. Forerunners must equip 
pastors on the need to invite people into a passionate pursuit of a bridal relationship with Christ and 
to help leaders and believers to understand what is involved in being made ready as Christ’s bride. 

 

2. Second, those invited must respond positively to the invitation. 
 
a. Again we look to Esther, “So it came about when the command and decree of the king were heard 

and many young ladies were gathered to the citadel of Susa into the custody of Hegai, that Esther 
was taken to the king's palace into the custody of Hegai, who was in charge of the women” (Est. 
2:8). 

 
b. It is not clear if the young ladies had a choice to come to the king’s court or not. Most likely, if the 

overseers thought the king would be pleased with them, they were obligated to come. Therefore, 
many of the young virgins were forced to say “yes” to the invitation to be prepared as a bride for the 
king. 

 
c. Today, neither unbelievers or believers are obligated to pursue a bridal relationship with Christ. 

Everyone is invited but none are forced. In the days of Esther, coming to the king’s harem required a 
surrender of many freedoms. Hundreds and possibly thousands of young ladies were gathered to 
the care of Hegai, but only one became the queen. The girls knew the chances of being selected so 
there was a real surrender of freedom, dreams, desires, and personal plans that accompanied the 
saying of “yes” to the overseers. There is a similar cost for people today. Even though there is no 
coercion involved in saying “yes” to being made ready as a bride, there is a great cost associated. In 
fact, the cost is our life! Therefore, the believer who desires to become the eternal wife of the Lamb 
must count the cost knowing that saying “yes” to the King’s invitation will require a surrender of 
freedoms, dreams, desires, and personal plans. God replaces them with something much better and 
greatly fulfilling; nonetheless, there is a deep and lifelong surrender involved in accepting the Holy 
Spirit’s invitation to be made ready as a bride for Christ. 

 

3. Third, being made ready as a bride requires lifelong cooperation with the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
a. Esther fully cooperated with the eunuchs and Mordecai in her season of preparation as the 

following passages illustrate, 
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Now the young lady pleased him and found favor with him [Hegai]. So he quickly provided her with 
her cosmetics and food, gave her seven choice maids from the king's palace and transferred her 
and her maids to the best place in the harem (Est. 2:9). 
 
Every day Mordecai walked back and forth in front of the court of the harem to learn how Esther 
was and how she fared (Est. 2:11). 
 
Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai who had taken her as 
his daughter, came to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegai, the king's 
eunuch who was in charge of the women, advised. And Esther found favor in the eyes of all who 
saw her (Est. 2:15).  

 
b. As we read between the lines of these three passages, we realize that Esther fully cooperated with 

Mordecai (a picture of the Holy Spirit) and the eunuchs (a picture of forerunners as friends of the 
Bridegroom). This was most likely not the case with all the women. Some had come to the king’s 
palace against their will and were resistant to the preparation process. Some probably had a boy 
friend or were already betrothed back home and did not want to come. Some were living in poverty 
and as a result their primary desire was to just live in the palace where all of their needs were met. 
Others looked at all the women gathered there and thought that there was no chance they would 
be selected as queen and, as a result, they felt unworthy or condemnation, thinking they would be 
destined for a life of loneliness and rejection. As a result many did not fully cooperate in the 
preparation process. 

 
c. The same attitudes permeate the church today. For a variety of reasons, many believers do not 

pursue the bridal preparation process with passion, fervency, and determination and steadfastness, 
and therefore do not fully cooperate with the Holy Spirit and those who have been placed in their 
lives to make them ready. As a result, many do not make themselves ready as a bride for Christ. 

 
d. Of course, Esther was different. Her goal was to please the king and she devoted herself to making 

herself ready for Him. The one who desires to be the eternal wife of he Lamb must do likewise.  
 

4. Fourth, being made ready as a bride requires a believer to be conformed fully 
into the image of Christ. 

 
a. As did all of the young ladies gathered to the king’s harem, Esther spent twelve months receiving oil 

of myrrh and spice and cosmetic treatments, 
 

Now when the turn of each young lady came to go in to King Ahasuerus, after the end of her twelve 
months under the regulations for the women — for the days of their beautification were 
completed as follows: six months with oil of myrrh and six months with spices and the cosmetics 
for women (Est. 2:12). 

 
b. Like all of the young maidens who were auditioning to be the king’s wife, Esther went through a full 

year of preparation. For the first six months, Esther was treated with oil of myrrh (Est. 2:12). Myrrh 
comes from a tree in the Middle East and it had many uses in ancient times. It was used as a burial 
spice, as an ingredient in the anointing oil used by the priests, an ingredient in the drink offered to 
Jesus on the cross, and a perfume used by Middle Eastern women. In addition, myrrh was commonly 
used to heal many ailments and as a purifying agent to remove impurities and to soften the skin.4 
Myrrh is bitter to the taste but gives a sweet aroma.  
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c. The purpose of the myrrh treatments was to cleanse the young ladies from their past life and to 

bring a fresh purity to them. The myrrh would penetrate deep into the pores of their skin, and 
remove the grime of a rural, agricultural life. Myrrh left the young women with clean, soft skin with 
no trace of their poverty-stricken life in the fields.  

 
d. The myrrh treatments symbolize the purification process that is required to be a worthy bride for 

Christ. It symbolizes dying to sin and self by embracing the cross. Jesus said, “Anyone who does not 
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me” (Matt. 10:38). To become a bride who is “worthy” 
of Christ, believers must take up their cross daily, dying to sin and self. 

e. Not only did myrrh purify from sin and self, it also served as a healing agent. As such, it refers to 
God’s healing from abuse, rejection, condemnation, shame, and trauma of one’s past. Just as it is 
with myrrh, this transformation process often tastes bitter, but in the end, yields a sweet aroma. 

 
f. During the second six months of the preparation process, the young ladies were provided with 

“spices and the cosmetics for women” (Est. 2:12). Whereas the myrrh penetrated deep within the 
skin to purify, the spices and cosmetics—the “preparations for beautifying women”—produced a 
noticeable beauty and a sweet aroma both to the king and to all whom they encountered (Est. 2:12, 
NKJV).  

 
g. To us, the spices and the fragrance they produced symbolize the effect of a life of ongoing surrender 

to the cross of Christ. To get a deeper understanding of how our death to sin and self produces a 
sweet fragrance unto Christ, let’s look briefly at King Solomon’s Song of Songs. This book is a 
beautiful allegory symbolizing Christ and His bride and the journey she must take to mature in love 
and intimacy with Him. For now, we will look only briefly at the book beginning with Song 4:6 which 
reads, “Until the cool of the day when the shadows flee away, I will go my way to the mountain of 
myrrh and to the hill of frankincense.” This verse represents the maiden’s decision to embrace the 
cross as a lifestyle choice. 

 

h. Prior to this point in the story, the maiden had resisted going to the cross. However, she reached a 
point that she desired her bridegroom king so strongly that she couldn’t live without a much deeper 
relationship with him. She knew that going to the cross was the only way to have the relationship 
for which she longed. She told the king she desired that she would go to the mountain of myrrh (the 
cross) and to the hill of frankincense (worship in the midst of the circumstances that the cross 
generated) and she would stay there until all of the shadows in her life (areas of darkness and self) 
were gone.  

 

i. In response to her commitment to the cross life, the king refers to her for the first time as his bride; 
he declared to her for the first time that she ravished his heart; he told her how wonderful her love 
for him was; and he told her for the first time, “…How much better is your love than wine, and the 
fragrance of your oils than all kinds of spices! (Song 4:10). In other words, her surrender to the cross 
emitted a sweet fragrance to the king. 

 
j. The book of Ephesians tells us the following about Christ’s sacrifice producing a fragrance, 

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you 
and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma” (Eph. 5:1-2). 
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k. Second Corinthians very effectively summarizes the idea of a believer becoming a fragrance to Christ 
as they surrender their life on the cross. It reads,  

 
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet 
aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among 
those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; to the one an aroma from death 
to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things? (2 Cor. 
2:14-16). 
 

l. I interpret these passages to mean that as believers go to the cross, their life produces an aroma of 
death to sin and self which arises to God as a fragrant aroma to Him. Also, at the same time, the 
aroma of the knowledge of Christ—that is, our knowing Him—is an aroma of the life of Christ to the 
world. Going back to Esther, the bride being made ready must submit to the myrrh treatments so 
that a fragrant aroma arises, pleasing our Bridegroom King. 

 
m. Whereas the spices suggest an inward work of the Holy Spirit in the bride that only takes place as 

the bride willingly surrenders to the cross life, the cosmetics symbolize an outward beauty—a glory--
that will arise upon the bride as she submits to the preparation process. Just like King Ahasuerus 
desired to bring Queen Vashti before the entire court to display her great beauty, the preparation 
process is necessary for the bride to arise in glory and to become the glorious bride to be presented 
to Christ at His second coming. 

 
n. Finally, let’s discuss the length of the preparation process. It seems unimaginable that it would 

require an entire twelve months for the bride to be made ready for the king. However, the length of 
the preparation carries symbolism for us today as well. The length of the preparation process 
ensured that the ladies were not pregnant, and it gave the eunuchs—symbolic of forerunners as 
friends of the Bridegroom--enough time to make them ready for the king. The number 12 is also 
biblically significant. Twelve refers to God’s governmental rule. For example, there were 12 leaders 
of the tribes of Israel and 12 apostles. There are also 24 elders before the throne of God (24 being a 
multiple of 12; see Rev. 4:4). Even though in Esther’s day, the preparation required a literal twelve 
months, our preparation process does not last for a literal 12 months; instead, our preparation is a 
prolonged season—in fact, a lifetime--under the governmental hand of God. 

 
o. Furthermore, the twelve-month period is divided into two six-month periods. Six is the number of 

man. When you see the number six in a symbolic context, six represents human effort. For our 
purposes, the two six-month periods suggest that there is a human aspect to our making ourselves 
ready.  In other words, there is much more to it than the young ladies just allowing their maids to 
take care of it all. For our purposes, the bride who desire to be made ready must put effort into the 
process of making themselves ready. For sure, there is great favor and much grace in the process, 
but there is also a need for steadfastness, determination, and effort in making themselves ready. 
Remember that Revelation 19:7 states that the “bride has made herself ready”.  

 

p. In summary, to be prepared for the king, Esther went through six months of myrrh treatments and 
six months of being beautified with spices and cosmetics. In a similar way, when we say “yes” to be 
the Lord’s wife, we will go through our own preparation process under the governmental hand of 
God. During this season, our wounds are healed, the defilement of sin is cleansed, and strongholds 
that have kept us in bondage are broken. The Lord trains us to walk in the fruit of the Spirit, to 
minister in the gifts of the Spirit, and to rely on the Holy Spirit for everything. We are broken of pride 
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and rebellion. Meekness and love reign in our hearts. We go into the process seeking our own 
agenda, and we leave wanting God and God alone. This preparation process makes us beautiful to 
the Lord and produces within us the sweet fragrance of Christ.  

 

5. Fifth, being made ready as a bride requires a believer to overcome Jezebel. 
 
a. The book of Esther records these words about Queen Vashti, 
 

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, 
Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the 
presence of King Ahasuerus, to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown in order 
to display her beauty to the people and the princes, for she was beautiful. But Queen Vashti 
refused to come at the king's command delivered by the eunuchs. Then the king became very 
angry and his wrath burned within him (Est. 1:10-12). 

 
b. Much like Jezebel, Queen Vashti was independent, self-willed, rebellious, and unwilling to submit to 

authority. Vashti was very beautiful, but her Jezebelic character kept her from remaining as the wife 
of the king. In fact, she was banished from his presence because of her independent and rebellious 
heart. 

 
c. Whereas Vashti was independent, self-willed, rebellious, and unwilling to submit to authority, Esther 

was the complete opposite. Vashti refused the eunuchs commands; in contrast, Esther fully 
cooperated with the eunuchs. Esther too was very beautiful, but as the New King James translation 
records, she was beautiful and lovely (Est. 2:7, NKJV). Esther was lovely inwardly in character as well.  

 
d. We will devote an entire session later in this class to overcoming Jezebel as a pursuit that the 

betrothed bride must undertake, but for now know that those desiring to become the eternal wife 
of the Lamb must embark on a lifelong journey of confronting the Jezebelic tendencies that are in us 
all. As much as we wish it were different, all of us have some Vashti in us. The prepared bride must 
overcome Jezebel and her independent and rebellious nature. 

 

6. Sixth, being made ready as a bride requires a believer to develop a deep and 
intimate personal relationship with Christ. 

 
a. Esther pleased the king in the secret place, 
 

…the young lady would go in to the king in this way: anything that she desired was given her to 
take with her from the harem to the king's palace. In the evening she would go in and in the 
morning she would return to the second harem, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch 
who was in charge of the concubines. She would not again go in to the king unless the king 
delighted in her and she was summoned by name. Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of 
Abihail the uncle of Mordecai who had taken her as his daughter, came to go in to the king, she 
did not request anything except what Hegai, the king's eunuch who was in charge of the women, 
advised. And Esther found favor in the eyes of all who saw her. So Esther was taken to King 
Ahasuerus to his royal palace in the tenth month which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year 
of his reign. The king loved Esther more than all the women, and she found favor and kindness with 
him more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal crown on her head and made her queen 
instead of Vashti (Est. 2:13-17). 
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b. Before going into the king’s chambers, Esther had eagerly made herself ready during the days of her 
beautification. She had fully obeyed what Mordecai (symbolic of the Holy Spirit) and Hegai (symbolic 
of forerunners) had advised. Her life had been set apart completely for the king. Then, when it was 
her turn to go in to the king, she went in eagerly and willingly. Her only objective was to please the 
king in His chambers.  

 
c. The above scripture tells us that the king loved Esther more than any of the other ladies. Her 

preparation and her full cooperation with the eunuchs and Mordecai prepared her to be greatly 
loved by the king. Even so, it was her time with the king that caused her to gain great favor with Him 
and to be pleasing to Him. 

 
d. The bride desiring to be the eternal wife of Christ must do likewise. The bride must develop a deep, 

intimate personal relationship with Christ that includes time in the secret place with Christ. In 
addition, the bride must remain connected to Him continuously as a branch is connected to a vine. 
For the bride to be made ready, there is no shortcut to the bride developing a deep, regular, 
consistent relationship with the Christ that includes time in the secret place on a regular basis. 

 

7. Seventh, being made ready requires the bride to have confidence in God’s love 
while fervently praying for God to make her ready as a bride. 

 
a. After the young ladies came out from the king’s chamber, they went to Shaashgaz’s harem, 
 

In the evening she would go in and in the morning she would return to the second harem, to the 
custody of Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch who was in charge of the concubines. She would not again 
go in to the king unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by name (Est. 2:14). 

 

b. As the verse explains, the ladies would only go again into the king’s chambers if he delighted in them 
and were summoned by name. Just imagine what it must have been like for each of the young 
ladies. They had been taken from their home and familiar surroundings to a place where they knew 
no one. Their life had been disrupted, and they had just finished twelve grueling months of 
preparation for their one night with the king. 

 
c. Now, none of the ladies, not even Esther, knew if their preparation was sufficient. Esther was 

ultimately chosen to be the wife of the king, but we don’t know how many other girls tried out after 
her, how many nights she had to go to him before being selected, or how long she had to wait 
before being selected to be the queen. It was most definitely a time of great testing and waiting. 

 
d. We don’t have a record of Esther praying to ask God for favor with the king or to seek counsel as to 

what she needed to do; however, since she had always sought the advice of the Hegai and Mordecai 
and followed their counsel throughout the preparation process, it seems logical that in her time of 
waiting she asked for help and advice. 

 
e. At the same time she continued to prepare herself for the king, she must also have had confidence 

that she would ultimately be chosen as his wife. Shaashgaz means servant of the beautiful.5 Esther 
knew that she was beautiful as the story about her states that she was beautiful of form and face 
(Est. 2:7). She knew that she had faithfully prepared and that she had experienced great favor in the 
preparation process. Most likely she not only had desired to please the king, but that she had 
developed a true love for him also. With all of this in her history, while uncertain and fearful, she 
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must have also been confident in the kings love for her. Thus, two traits emerge in Esther—fear that 
she would not be selected and confidence in her preparation and their love relationship. 

 
f. For us, Shaashgaz’s harem is a type and shadow of the betrothed bride in anticipation of the 

judgment seat of Christ where she will receive her evaluation of how she lived her life and if she will 
be selected to be a part of God’s eternal bridal company, invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb 
and become Christ’s eternal bridal partner. We know this appointment of appointments will happen 
for each of us when we stand before Christ to learn if we have been selected to be a part of His 
eternal bridal company of believers. Have we done enough? Have we allowed the Holy Spirit to 
accomplish in us enough to become the eternal wife of the Lamb? For those who understand the 
bridal paradigm, there is most definitely a tension of love, confidence, and anxiety as we wait in our 
Shaashgaz’s harem. 

 
g. Even after years of preparation for our bridal relationship with Christ, we are unsure if He will call us 

by name as His eternal wife. Just like it was for Esther, it symbolizes for every believer a time of 
uncertainty, waiting, testing, and trust—a questioning of did we prepare sufficiently. The apostle 
Paul had this same attitude when he wrote, 

 
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such 
a way that you may win. Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. 
They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Therefore I run in such a 
way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; but I discipline my body and 
make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified (1 Cor. 
9:24-27). 

 

h. He did everything he could to pursue the high call of God (see Phil. 3:10-15). Even so, he did not 
think of himself having yet achieved it. He wrote these words only a few years before dying. 

 
i. Therefore, Shaashgaz’s harem represents the uncertainty whereby a believer has done all they know 

to do, but are unsure if it is enough. They know of their imperfections, sin, and weaknesses, and 
they know that total transformation is beyond their reach in and of themselves. Just like Esther 
would not become the wife of the king unless he called her by name—something she had no control 
over, believers ultimately find themselves in the same situation. 

 
j. We know like Paul also wrote to the Corinthian church that we can plant and water but only God 

causes the growth (1 Cor. 3:6). It is with this realization that we must have confident trust in the 
preparation work of the Holy Spirit and, at the same time, a healthy fear of God that motivates us to 
a radical pursuit of Christ and being made ready for Him. 

 
k. It is at this point that we must have two equally important traits occurring in our life—a confident 

trust in our preparation and God’s ability to make us ready and an ongoing prayer for God to 
produce Christlikeness in us. We must cry out to the Holy Spirit to accomplish in us what is 
necessary for us to become the eternal wife of the Lamb. In the uncertainty of if we have been 
prepared enough to become the eternal wife for Christ, prayer becomes essential—prayer asking for 
a work of the Holy Spirit to bring deep and permanent transformation into our lives so that we will 
be made ready for the King.  
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l. At the same time we pray with fervency, we also must maintain a confident trust that Christ loves us, 
that we have a close relationship with Him, that we have done all we have known to do to be made 
ready, that we have seen His favor exhibited throughout our life, and that we have developed an 
adoring love relationship with the Man Christ Jesus. We must trust that God will work it out believing 
that perfect love will cast out all fear. 

 
m. Now that we have explored the varied dimensions of the bride making herself ready for her King, 

let’s now move to the next session in which we will look at the end-time and eternal role of the 
prepared bride. 
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